Th Gmmnwn{ will abwayvs recognise
wition the elderly have made

m l‘mﬂdm the nation and will contin-
e supporting them, Dr Alvera Muk-
abaramba, state munister socal affairs
at the Minstry of Local Government,

State Minister

for Agriculture
Fulgence Nsengi-
yumva listens to
to Rwanda Erica J.
Barks-Ruggles at
the launch of the
Agrxuhure Land
in Kigali yesterday.
Timothy Kisambira.
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By Emmanuel Ntirenganya

THE FIRST phase of Agriculture
Land Information System (ALIS)
to help fast-track the Govern-
ment's goal of transforming ag-
riculture from subsistence to
an economic engine has been
launched.

The system, launched yesterday

in Kigali, is hoped to enhance in-
vestment in agriculture to make

it a market-oriented

ing sector through onhine
land use
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Rwanda.
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THE LATEST antics by France are part of a
strategy to avoid responsibility for its role
in the 1994 Genocide against the Tutsi, the
Executive Secretary for the National Com-
ssion for the fight against the Genocide
(C’NDG) has said.
Dr Jean Damascene Bizimana, who
was reacting to recent media reports that
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French authorities intended to re-of
a case on the death of former Pr@f*:%u;!em
Juvenal Habyarimana in 1994, said the
European nation was trying hard to avoid
responsibility of its role before, during and
after the Genocide.

“There are so many ways in which they
have done that. For instance, they contin-
ue to refuse to extradite Genocide suspects

to Rwanda under the pretext that, in 1994,
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France is just skirting

ar()llnd Clllp ab
senocide — Biz

cide against the Tutsi. Timothy Kisambira.

From Page 1

ICTR was a UN court instituted
to try masterminds of the 1994
Genocide against the Tutsi. The
mandate of the tribunal expired
last year.

CNLG, yesterday, released a
document highlighting the role of
different French envoys accredit-
ed to Rwanda between 1990 and
1994, in the Genocide 22 years
ago.

Bizimana said his office would
continue to release more evi-

~ dence-based information detail-

Dr Bizimana says France is trying to avoid its responsibility for the 1994 Geno-

ing the role of France’s different
levels of administration in the
Genocide against the Tutsi.
“Today, we have released one
showing the role of the French
ambassadors from October 1990
to April 1994 but we are going to
release more. We have evidence,
especially in writing, indicating
that, for instance, two envoys
knew what was going on and
even put it in writing in letters to
their foreign affairs ministry and

presidency,” he said.

Bizimana, a researcher who
has extensively written about

ity for
imana

the Genocide, is the former "v'l}(“f.’ :
president of a C{)mlillttec t l:;t‘
was instituted to investigate the
role of France in the 1994 Geno-
cide against the Tutsi. k.

The _pmbc team, that 1n 2006
conducted a series of public
screening of different witpessca
— including French natlopalf~,
researchers, and seasoned jour-
nalists , discovered overwhelm -
ing evidence pointing to France s
role in the Genocide.

Tom Ndahiro, a genocide re-

. searcher, said more than 20 years

since the beginning of the prepa-
rations of the Genocide, those 1n-
volved are still at work.

“The French are haunted by
their role in the Genocide, hav-
ing helped the Genocide perpe-
trators before, during and even
after. The world knows; if it was
something that was not known,
they wouldn’t be behaving like
this,” Ndahiro said.

“The facts are too clear to be
disputed. The persecution con-
tinues. It is over 23 years now
but the very government that was
the ally of the genocidaires is still
there and it still identifies itself
with them.”

.In 2006, the French authori-
ties, without Interviewing a sin-
gle Rwandan officer, issued an
indictment against some nine of-
ficers formerly with the Rwand.
Patriotic Front‘ on allegations of
having a role in shooting down
Habyarimana's plane. |
: ;‘\Fsubsiqpent probe by a noth-

rench judge, Mare Trevidic.
tound no evidence to this effect.
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