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1. The tragic dispariticn at Kigali airport of both Rurundi and Rwanda
presidents in the later plana has of course overshadowed all other
nulional evantn. With them algo disappeared BiX officials inecluding
ews Burundi Cabinet memkers (B. Ciza and Simbizi, Ministers o
Planification and of Information respectively} and three French
crewmun of the Falcon 50 jet. 1t is unforcunate that, in ozdex to

save time, President Cyp

vién Ntarvanira of Buxundi ehosed, as the last

minute, to travel on the nodern Rwandesse presidential jer rather than
hin charcered low speed plane..

2. Informed of the crash/attempt on Wednesday & April at 9:30 p.m. {2:30
new York Liwe), I immediately malled 7. C. Alme to give him first hand
newg; I called later 1:00 a.m. {(6:00 p.m. New Verk time) with rurcher

details on the situation and briefing on action taken by the migsioen

in close cooperation with the Government to maintain peace and order

chroughout the country.

3. By coincidence this Wed
all pelicical parties
document Tniemalining ¢

neaday 6 April starled with the nignature hy
members of the coalition covernmeat of a
heir January-Fehruary aqreements oOn political

cooperation. The signature, which tock place under my vhaismansnip,

was hailed by all participants and cbservers as & majox achlievement
able to bring tranquility and peace to urundi. After signing the

document, political iLeaders yushed Lo the sirport to welcaoms back the
president who left early thal moriing for a subregicnal summit
convencd by Tanzania at Dar €s Salam. The summit was precimely to
address Burundi political situation (zee STTREP 13 and 14) and

reqinnal cooperalich for peace in that country,
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The summit recommended inter alia a vigit Lo Jurundi by Participating
countrics (Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda) foreign ministers and OAU

to evaluate_and assesgg thelsituatjnn It reeemmended a.ls0 an QAY
nheervers wisslun ip Burundi composed of AZrican treeps,

The real causes . of Kigali airport tragedy are not known Yyet though it
Seems cexrtain that rhe presidential plane was Shot at while it teuched
down ., There are TR survivel  auong tpe 11 pPassengers, In this
Connection, the body of Burungdj President has beep identified, 7
called on my colleague SHEn in Rwanda k= lielp translur to Bujumbura
hid remaing and those of his Lwo compatriols. In Burundi we were the
first informes of the tragic situation and with ny mission colleague
WS wWent on the spot o the opraker ol the Parliament reeidence to
discuss measuras -to be taken and hew to address the whole situation.
Prime Minigter, Minigter of Defense anAd Axmy Chisf ol yeadp were
D¥egont. T, avoid political vaccounm {as in October 1823) ang any
disturbances, the group decided the following:
a) Establishment'of.a snall committee to follow-up the situation
composed of: Speaker of the House (Hutu) ang leader of country
m2in polivical party; Prime Minister (Tutsi) from the main
opposition party; Minister of Defense (Tuzai); Army Chief of
gtatf {rutsi) ; Head of Internal Intelligence (Hutu) leader of the
majority in the Parliamcnt (Ifuly) . Ihe Committee is chaived by
khe Speaker of the House and constiturionai interim buecesscr of

b) Immediate message,. at 23:00 pm, {4:00 p.m. NY tims) on I'V/Radio
Ly Chairman of the Zellow-up Commirree Draparing public upinion
to the tragiv news ang calling for peace ang cocperation;

c) 0fficial announcement. of the disappearance of the Preaident and

his two ministers. The wessage addressed to public opimiem iw
that the traglie zvent Iy accldental, not directed te the

President'and,happened outside Burundi. Therefare no group
should ke singled out ag auther or accomplice of the tragedy;

d) Meeting of the follow-up Committce at Axmy Headqua;ngrs to make
girect calls to provincial civilian governors and military camps
romnandarc roquesting Lhem co cooparate for a peaceful message
to populaticon;.

a) Cenvening of a Council of ministers at 8:00 a.m. nn 7 Agr?llfor
briefing and Joint missions of high level Government officials
and military officers to ruzal populations;

£) Convening of National Security Council headsd by Prime Mi?ister
in the abaence of the Presidant to addrcas il sacuricy _nnucg
#inl cohabitation amony vommunities;

We spent all this time, freom 3:20 P.m. to 2:30 a.n. with thg follcr-up
Committee Supporting and encouraging them for wise and swilt action.
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OSddenieims . He vecognized the miasion for ite active presenve during
this difficult time.

In thls Dbriefing he noted thar the Gevernment is in charge and
functionning and the Parliament alsc. He reiterated as a leitmativ
that the tragie evenl s wers not intended to-kill Burundj president,
that it was an accident outside country bourders ang therefore the
gituation should not to ke exploited for criminal purposes,

The gravity of the situation in Rwanda where the President guard and
other armed facticns are killing all personalities perceived as
adversaries to President Habyarimana is of real concern to us. Though
the situation ip complutely calm in the capital and in the contryside,
the mizsicn isg sariocusly worried oy a contagion coming from the North.
We are thus multiplying centacts at all levels, civilian and military
Lo aveid or minimize pesaible explosion. Though not the only cne to
be watched, ths bahaviour of Tutul refugees from Rwanda and living in
Burundi could serve as a detonant to an uncontrolable crigis.

A. Ould Abdallah
SRSG - Burundi
7 April 1934 ﬁoﬂ-/c
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