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Switzerland has initiated an inquiry into Félicien Kabuga’s non-
arrest, sparking discussions on accountability and justice for the
Rwandan genocide. Explore the historical context, implications
of Kabuga’s trial, and Switzerland’s role in international justice
efforts.

Switzerland has initiated an inquiry into the circumstances surrounding
Félicien Kabuga’s non-arrest on its soil, despite serious accusations against
him relating to the 1994 Rwandan genocide. This move comes after a postu-
late by Green Party member Christine Badertscher, highlighting the ongoing
relevance of the Kabuga case in Rwanda. Kabuga, who is alleged to have
been a significant financier and instigator of the genocide, managed to avoid
arrest for 25 years until his capture in Paris in 2020. Recent developments
have seen a UN tribunal in The Hague declare the now 90-year-old Kabuga
unfit for trial due to dementia. He faces charges of financing and arming
Hutu militias and founding media outlets that incited the massacre of the
Tutsi minority, all of which he denies.

Historical Context and Inquiry Justification
In 1994, as Rwanda was engulfed in a devastating genocide, Félicien Kabuga
allegedly played a pivotal role in financing and inciting the mass killings. Af-
ter arriving in Switzerland the same year, instead of being arrested, Kabuga
was deported due to the legal and factual situation at the time, according to
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the Federal Council. The Council’s recent response to Badertscher’s inter-
pellation acknowledges the need for a detailed historical review, supporting
the motion for reappraisal. This inquiry aims to shed light on Switzerland’s
role and decision-making processes regarding Kabuga’s presence within its
borders during a critical period.

Implications of Kabuga’s Arrest and Trial Pro-
ceedings
Félicien Kabuga’s arrest in Paris in 2020 marked the end of a 25-year man-
hunt, reigniting discussions about accountability and justice for the Rwandan
genocide. His subsequent declaration of unfitness to stand trial by a UN tri-
bunal in The Hague due to dementia adds a complex layer to the legal and
moral narrative surrounding the case. Kabuga’s charges of financing violence
and inciting hate through media outlets he established are grave, reflecting
the significant role he allegedly played in the genocide. The tribunal’s deci-
sion underscores the challenges of ensuring justice in cases involving aging
suspects and the passage of time.

Switzerland’s Role and International Justice
The Federal Council’s decision to commission a report on Switzerland’s in-
volvement in the Kabuga case represents a critical step towards understand-
ing and acknowledging the country’s role in international justice efforts. As
global attention remains focused on the pursuit of justice for the victims of
the Rwandan genocide, Switzerland’s inquiry into its own actions and deci-
sions will contribute to a broader discourse on accountability and the inter-
national community’s responsibility in apprehending accused war criminals.
This examination may prompt other nations to reflect on their roles in simi-
lar historical contexts, potentially influencing future policies on international
cooperation and criminal justice.

The initiation of this inquiry not only revisits a pivotal moment in his-
tory but also emphasizes the importance of accountability and the pursuit of
justice, regardless of the time elapsed. As Switzerland delves into its past ac-
tions and decisions concerning Félicien Kabuga, the world watches, reminded
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of the enduring impact of the Rwandan genocide and the continuous quest
for reconciliation and justice for its victims.


