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wanda: The troubled cours#-df jostices. - 21

Fidéle Uwizeye is one of a small numberof civilians transferred from..
a military detention centre 10 2 civilian prison. An.employee of the
Ministry of the Interior, who had been préfet of Gitarama under the
previous government, he was arrested on | May'1998 in Kigali and - &
initially détained atthe gendarmerie in Remera, in Kigali. A fewdays 4
latér; he was moved 1o an, undisciosed location. His fate remained . i

.unknown until he was wransferred to-the civilian prisen of Kimirorke *|f

ncommunicado for more than two months in harsh conditions in & | " ﬁ <L

military detention centre of the Garde pré’.’;idgmiei'l-e (Presidential Lot B . hdl

: Gua_.i'dj at Kimihurura, in Kigali. Throughout his detention there, be © . iFid&le uwiz_eyef‘
was 'hél_‘g:l""ﬂih isolation but could hear other detainces in a nearby oL © Private

building; sométimes ke heard thém being beaten. Ths.g';ellfinwhiclh_ I

hie was held was very cold, with an electrified ceiling; h had tosleep on the ¢oncrete flosr. He

was given véry fittte food for the first few-days.” Whenever he was moved from his cell,
including for interrogation, the soldiers.put a sack over his head-and drove-him to an unknown
logation, zupizhe. During his detention, he did norknow.vhere be was being held; or where he

was taken for these imér‘r_og’alicns. : Lo e T

on 17 July 1998 It was then revealed.that he had been detained:.

‘His family was not 2ble 10 see hien until he was transferred to Kimironkaprisen in July 1998

Lnitialiy he was in-pepr physical tonditiod and could hardly walk because'ofinsufis fent food
and-inadequate light during his peried in mifitary custody; his health laterimproffed. On 3]
January 2000, he was provisionally released; though rot as a result 6f any court hearidg or twial;
he has been asked to'teport 1o the Supreme Court once a week. - .

Fidéle Uwizeye was not accused of pericipation in the genocide but of “endangering st
security”’. Whn fie was interrogated inmititary custody, he was zsked repeatediy 2bout armed
. opposition groups and politicians suspected of _qol:lab'oga;i:o'n.-_wi'fh these @roups. He was also
criticized for testifvingin the trial of Jean:Paul - Akayesu by the ICTR: An;A'r—tijsHa.,” After his
rransfer 1o Kimironko, one of the individuais who had reportediy been behind the accusations
-against him was said to have withdrawn his testimony, claiming that it was false and had been
extracted by force. - ' L e '

7 Fidéle Uwizeve had besn calizd upon by jean-Faul Akavesu, former bourgmesire of Taba
commiine in Gitarama, o 1estify about the role of bourgmesires during the zenocide. The wial of Jean-Paul
Akayesu was ene of the first 10 be concluded by ‘he ICTR in Arushia: i Seprember 1998, he was found,
guilty of the nine counts for which he was indicted, including-genncide and cfimes against humanity; he
was sentenced to life imprisonment. ' R S '
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