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May 17: Human Rights Waich
announced today that a lawsuit was filed against Jean Bosco
Barayagwiza, the Rwandan leader of the extremist CDR political purty,
who 15 in the U5, on a restricted vise for meetings at the United
Nations. The legal compiaint, a cluss action lawsuit on behalf of
Rwandans whose relatives were executed in Rwanda by the arme or the
pohitical party militias, incited by radio broadeasts prowcted by the CDR
I'he action was filed in Federal District Court by the New Yark [iri.
Berle, Kass, and Case. (Stephen Kass, a partner in the firm, s a founoc
and execative committee member of Human Rights Warch.) Papers
were served (o Mr, Baravagwiza today at 3:30 as he was lcaving his hotel
to go to the airport.

The complaint filed against Baravagwiza is an action for $4
million i1 compensatory damages and 83 million in punitive dinages for
every murdered relative of 2 Rwandan woman living in the United
States. It also seeks damages for all other Rwandans whose relutives
died in similar cireumstances, It is taken purssant 1o the Alien Tort
Claims Act and the Torture Victim Protection Act, among other faws.
These laws permit victims resident in the United States 1o bring legal
action against those believed responsible for the abuses they or their
relatives suffered, if the individual responsible is also in the United
States. A similar complaint was lodged last vear against Bosnian Serb
leader Radovan Karadzic during a visit o New York in a class action
suit on behalf of Bosnian rape victims.

The plaintff in the suit, Louise Mushikiwabo, is the sister of 4
Rwandan political leader, Lando Ndasingwa, who was murdered, along
with their mother, and his wife and two children by the presidenial

ard on April 7. A few days fater, the plaintifls sixteen-year ofil
nephew, Safari Jean Habimana, was slaughtered in Kigali by members of
the CDR militia. Defendant Barayagwiza is directly implicated in thei;
deaths a4 he is known ta be the architect of the organized campuizn of
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ce that was unleashed by the Rwandan

nd political party miliria in the wake of the

assassination of the Rwandan president on April 6. Lando Ndasingwa, 3 Tl and an
opposition political Hgure, had been repeatedly denounced as an "enemy’ of Rwanda

ont Radic Milles Collines during the months before his murder. Defendant
mber of the board of directors of the radio, and the chiel
which incited the army and militias 10 kill pelitical moderates

ethnic and pﬂ!iﬂﬂl violen
army, presidential guard, 3
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Barayagwiza is a me
ideolague of the CDE,

and Tutsis.
Human Rights Wauch assistad in the Bling of the case against Mr. Barayag/iza
nally accountable for these and other deaths. The CDR

in un effort to hold him perso
eilitia, along with the militia of the allied MRND political party, have been
responsible for the bulk of the killings in Rwanda, acting in copperation witn e

Rwandan military.

Holly Burkhaler, Washingron Director of Human Rights Waich, stateds i

|ean Bosco Barayagwiza is attempung to gain
i

figure M & e et as the chiel
il ik : " .h

VANTA, e I8 one of the grealest

gu
war crigigals in the Wolr. This legal sctien puts
m on notice that they have

arayagwiza and othors ke hi
qo future in Rwanda or, indeed, anywhere in the world)

In helping develop the case against Barayagwiza, Human Righes V& ol :l
in the United States 1o solicit informanion q
Rights Wawch had k

coptacted a number of Rwandans livins
ahout what became of their relatives. %'-’{thin twelve hours, Huiman
reccived nine pages of names [rom 16 Tutsis living in the U8 The list included 222

names of persons who had been murdersd by the Rwandan army ar political patty -
ilitias since April 6. The youngest of the victins was two monihs ald, the eliles was 1
an B4-vear-old paslor. In most cases, thoe providing the nformatian had lost every

single mmediate family member who had been living in Rwanda. All were Tusi.
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