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KIGALI, Dec 15 (AFP) - Rwan-
da, country of a thousand hills, be-
came the country of a thousand hor-
rors in 1994.

A civil war which had sputtered
for three years between the ruling
Hutus and the minority Tutsis rea-
ched a flashpoint on April 6, when
unidentified assailants shot down a
plane carrying Rwandan president
Juvenal Habyarimana and Burundi
president Cyprien Ntaryamira, killing
them both.

That triggered massacres in
Rwanda which horrified the world,
and also destabilised neighbouring
Burundi, which has a similar ethnic
mix.

Now, at the end of the year, with
the Tutsis victorious, Rwanda’s re-
maining inhabitants are trying to tal-
ly the dead, the orphans, the refugees,
the assassins.

Between 500,000 and one million
died, out of a population of 7.5 mil-
lion – men, women and small chil-
dren chopped to death with machetes

or garden hoes, blown to pieces by
grenades and mortars, tracked down,
tortured and killed solely because of
their ethnicity or political affiliation.

Several probes have established
that key figures among the majority
Hutus planned the systematic geno-
cide of the Tutsis, who made up only
14 percent of the population, and also
programmed the elimination of Hutu
opponents.

The same investigators have de-
nounced recent arrests, summary exe-
cutions and acts of vengeance by Tut-
sis which have induced more than
two million Hutu refugees to remain
in squalid refugee camps in neigh-
bouring countries rather than return
home – ragged proof that the conflict
is far from resolved.

In 1959, the Hutus overthrew
their Tutsi overlords, forcing many to
flee.

Thirty years later, on October 1,
1990, and again at the start of 1993,
the sons of those refugees invaded
northern Rwanda from Uganda as
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members of the Rwandan Patriotic
Front (RPF).

The Hutu-dominated Rwandan
Armed Forces repulsed them on both
occasions with the aid of Zaire and
France.

A peace accord was signed on Au-
gust 4, 1993 at Arusha, Tanzania,
which foresaw the establishment of a
transitional parliament and govern-
ment which would include leaders of
the RPF.

By April 1994, almost nothing
had been done.

The murders started a few hours
after the death of the president, and
soldiers killed the prime minister and
several members of her cabinet.

The following day, April 7, the
RPF said it was setting out to halt
the massacres in the face of inaction
by the world outside.

UN troops serving in the UN As-
sistance Mission in Rwanda, crea-
ted to oversee the Arusha accords,
were 2,500-strong in April, but that
strength was quickly drawn down to
400 after 10 Belgian soldiers were
killed.

It tried in vain to obtain a cease-
fire for some three months while the
world remained paralysed.

France, accused of arming the Ha-
byarimana regime, launched a huma-
nitarian mission code-named ”Opera-
tion Turquoise” at the end of June
and established a security zone in the
southwest.

The French troops saved Tutsis
from being massacred, and also saved
Hutus by preventing the RPF from
entering the zone.

The RPF meanwhile took control
of Kigali and chased out the govern-
ment.

The defeated Hutus first fled
across the eastern border into Tanza-
nia, then a second wave – more than
800,000 – crossed the western border
to the Zairean town of Goma. There,
a cholera epidemic scythed through
the camps, killing tens of thousands.

The international community mo-
bilised at this point, with the Uni-
ted States sending troops to help out
and non-governmental organisations
(NGOs) arriving.

The NGOs were soon to denounce
the insecurity in the camps, their
control by the Interahamwe militia-
men who had carried out so much of
the slaughter, and the pirating of aid
supplies.

Many began to question their role
in supporting an army-in-waiting,
and threatened to leave unless an in-
ternational force was set up to pro-
vide protection and order.

The UN Security Council, which
had already decided to set up a war
crimes tribunal, deemed it prudent
to delay on deciding on any military
force.

In Kigali, a government was set
up in July with five parties represen-
ted but excluding Habyarimana’s Na-
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tional Republican Movement for De-
mocracy and Development.

It was also excluded from the par-
liament for its role in the massacres,
but six army officers were designated
as deputies.

The government continues to face

enormous problems, but the interna-
tional aid it has sought has been slim
so far, with donors setting the return
of the refugees as a precondition.
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