Washington, June 18, 1994
FPREGS RELEASE

The Rwandese Patrictic Front (RPF) is dismayed by the decision of
Prance to intervene unilaterally in fwanda. The purpese of the
propoasd military intervention is allegedly to stop the magsacres.

The United Nations Security Council by resolutions 918 and $25/1934
devised a plan £o send a rumanitarian U.N, force of 5,500 soldiers
Por exactly the same purpose. Many countries across the world have
responded favourably to the request of the U.N. Secretary General.
Tedate, more than 7,000 soldlers have pean offered. It is reported
tpat some countries like Ethiopia and Zimbabwe have thelr own
equipment. Others such as Ghana have agreed to provide troops 20
long as the necessary equipment is available, S¢oma of the
equipment like the APC's promised by the USA is already in the
region. The U.N, mission appeaved well on the way to taking off.

The prospect of a permanent member of the Security Council by
passing the mechanisms determined by the Security Council to launch
a unilateral operation in a country in which that permanent member
of the Security councll has nistorically had partisan and
contraversial involvement raises very strong questions about the
motives of the misaion.

The direct responsibllity which French governments, present and
past, bear for the tragic siguation in Rwanda is a matter which
anould not bs treated lightly:

i) France is & long time supporter of the clique that organised
and supervised the execution of genocide in Rwanda.

i) France nas been and remain the principal arms supplier to the
regine as indicated in the 1994 Arms Prodect Report of Human
Rights Watch,

{11y France tralned the pragsidential guards, much of the regular
arpy and the militlia who are at the fore front of the ongeing
atrocities.

iv) French troops fought side by side with the discredited
Rwandese government forces tO prop up the dictatorial regire
of the Late President Habyarimana for 3 years. Reputable
numan rights organisations such as Arnesty International and
Africa Watch have documented how the Rwandese government
forces Killed thousands of innecents civilians during the
period (October 1990 to Necember 19%3) When the French were
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still openly fighting en the government side. fThe Frenen
troops never i{ntarvenad tg 8top those massacres and the
French govarnrent never condenned thenm.

v} ¥e have credible intelligence that there ars aven now French
troops who ara caught up in the besieged Jovernment army
campa in Kigall. The French cperation may partly be a rescue
nisaion. 7This may explain why President Mitterrand has

vi)  France is one of the vVery few countries which have recognizad
the rump government, hosted some of it; officiala who are
Yery notorious for their role in inciting atrocities through
the madia and has granted asylum o the masterminds of the
genoclde in Rwanda who are commonly knewn as "Eseadron de la
Mort®n,

vii) French political and diplomatic SUpport for the regime of the
late Preasident Habyarimana encouraged intransigence on tha
Part of the regime during the Arusha Peace talka and gtaliad
the process of implementing the Arusha Agraament,

viii) It hasg recently been reported and repeatad by very cradiple
Néwspapers in Belgium that President Habyarirana's plane was
ghot down by French Military officers acting on behalf? of
extremists who wanted to derail the peace process,

in view of the very detrimental role of France in Rwanda in the
fécent pasat, her good faith should not be taken for granted whan
the issue of the Proposed French interventien ia up for discussion.
The intervention is in ouw view intended te assist the authors of
genoclde to prosecute the war, to protect them fronm being brought
to justice for their war crimes and preserve a role for them in tre
future politiecs of the country.

The RPF cendenns tha Proposed Praneh intervention wnreservedly., ¥®e
bave for the duration of the war in Rvanda censidered France a
party to the confliot inp @very respect. We equally gomsidar the
Teturn of Franoe to Rwanda a hogtile act af war egainst hey people.,
The RPP will fight the prepesed interventien by &Ny means at itg
disposal and for aa long as is neceasary.

In the abssnce of a corprehensive ceasefire agreement petween the
rarties the RPF intends to broceeds with ita operations ¢o rescue
RWvandesa at risx, restore law and order and to bring the killers to
Justice regardless of the presance of the French troops in Rwanda.

©f the U.N, Security Council and we reaffirm our 8Lrong support for
the U.N. huranitariap wission mandated by those resolutions. we
Fequest membars of the Security Council to Prevajl upen France to
illustrate its good faith in this matter by putting the resources
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whicn it plans to use in {ts unilateral migsion at the dispesal of
U-N' rOrce.

The RPF wishes to draw the attantion of the International Community
to the very grave consequances which the interventicn of France
will give rise to. French intervention will have a destabilizing
effect in the region. In Rwanda itself, (¢ wili bring t¢ an end

conflict as Rwandese gevernment forces see the bProspect of military
backing by France. The RPF itself will be compelled to reevaluate
ita comnitment to the U.N. mission proposed by the security
council. Finally, the raturn of French troops to Rwanda may have
Ssevere repercursiona on the continued rtalevance of the Arusha peace
agresment as the basis for the peacaful resolution of the conflict
in Rwanda.
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