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REPRESENTATIVES OF RWANDA’S GENOCIDAL GOVERNMENT

EXPECTED IN NEW YORK; MILITIA GROUPS ORDERED TO HALT

THE §1 AUGHTER DURING KIGALI VISIT BY UN HIGH
COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS

Humai Rights Wateh/Africa has learned that the National
Comunittee of the MRND Youth Wing (Interahamwe) has ordered milina
roups to stop killing Thasi and members of opposition political pariies. in
a communique broadcast May 9 over the pational Radio Rwanda and the
private Radio des Milles Collines, leaders of the lnterahamwe said that
ending the killings would be "their contribution to the new goveriment,”
referring to the regine created by the Rwandan military forces in early
April. The leaders also directed their menibers to assist in stopping killings
by others, presumably the militia belonging to the allied Coalition pour la
Defense de la Republiqus (CDR) party. On May 10 the pumber of civilians
killed by the militia appeared to diminish somewhat,

The decision to lalt the staughter of Tutsi and political oppanents
was taken 48 hours before the anticipated arrival of Jose Ayala Lasso, the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights; it the national
capital of Kigall. Mr. Ayala Lasso has underraken a fact-finding
investigation to Rwanda and Buruadi as his first mission in the newly-

created post devoted to protecing human rights.

The self-proclaimed government of Rwanda is ppparently concemned
about the impression that would be made upon Mr. Ayala Lasso and world
public opinion if the widespread killings continued duting his visic, The
regime, which is secking to win international acceptance, has sent abroad
teanis of representatives to make the rounds of European, African and
North American capitals, Belgium has refused thein visas, denying them
access to (he European Union, and the United Stages has withheld
perimission for them to vlsit Washinguon, D.C., although it cannot prohibit
them from visiting the United Nations in New York.
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. The Foreigu Minister of the rump governimnent, Jerome Bicamumpaka, is expecred
in New York on May 12. He may be accompanied by Jean Bosco Barayagwiza, leadar
of the CDR party whose militia is responsible for many of the killings, Bicamumpaka
und Barayagwiza were received by a number of officials in Paris, including Bruno Delaye,
chief advisor on African affairs for French President Francois Mitterand, Mitterand has
been a long-time backer of the government of the late President Juvenal Habyarimana,
Other representatives of the self-appolited governmeant have been received in Egypt.

The privately-owned radio station, Radio des Milles Collines (RTLM) has been
used to incite Rwandans to kill Tugsl, members of the political opposition and human
rignts activista, (W May 4, the United Nations peaceheeping fovce attewipicd to evacuate
62 of the several hundred civilians stranded in 2 Kigali hotel. Although in possession of
a safe-conduct signed by the Commanderdn-Chief of the Rwandan army that was
supposed to protect it, the canvoy was attacked by wilitia ordered into the streets by
Radio des Milles Collines. Dirceted to prevent passage of the convoy, the militia
wounded nine of the civilians and forced them to return to the hotel, The Rwandan
governinent has reportedly sought to trade the civilians for Rwandan army officers
capeured by the Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF).

At the time of a previous massacre of Tutsi in March 1992, the naronal Radio
Rwanda also encouraged Hutu to attack Tutsi. The divector of the radio at that time,
Ferdinand Nahimana, who holds a doctorate iy history from the University of Paris,
resigned in the face of intense criticism of his rola by local and internatdonal human
Eg]}?ts groups. More racently, Nahimana has served as head of the Radio des Milles

ollines.

The private stadan i3 owned and operated by intimates of former President
Habyarimana. A major stockholder and Ghairman of the board is Felicien Kabuga, an
impartant businessman whose son is married o 1 daughter of Mabyarimana, Among
other stockholders are Alphonse Ntivamunda, a son-n-law of Habyarimana; Andrc
Ntarugira, Minister of Posta! Services and Communication; Tarcisae Renzaho, prefect
E;ggvermr} of the province of Kigali city; and Jean-Bosco Barayagwiza, the head of the
DR.

In 2 separate development, the Rwandan ambassador in Washington has sen:
Rwandans resident in the United States details ot how to make contributions te the
Rwandan armed forces, should they be so inclined. The account o which they are (o
send money is at the Riggs National Bank In Washingten, D.C.

Human Rights Watch/Africa commends the U.S. and Belgium for thejr decisiops
to refuse visas to representatives of the self-proclaimed governntent, and deplores the
decision of France and Egypt to grant hearings to represeniatives of a gavermnent
ragaged in genocide. Humsan Riglils Waich/AMlca urges the United States th take the
lead In encouraging other vacions to refuse diplomatic courtesies o those who try to
justify the unjustifiable kiltings of some 200,000 unarmed civilians. They should refuse
visas to rthess r::preaenmtivcs ancd shanld alsa refuse to moeer with themn at the United
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Nations,

Human Rights \Watchjafrica cails on President Clinton 0 encourage other hes}ds
of staze to follow the example set Dy & White House press release April 22, drawing
attention to the identites of those with the power 1o S0P the killing, such 28 Colonel
Bagosora, the military officet In charge during ‘he first days of the massacre; General
Augnsdn Bizhmung, Commangder i Chief of the Rwandal Armed Forces; and Captaill
Pascal Simbikangws, who {s reportedly directing ihe killing of the Tutsi by the militias.

Human Rights watch/Africa calls on the international danor community, whose
assistance {s vital to the existence of any Rwapdan governiment, o issue a clear, fivim,
public statement mat 1o regime built upon (e bodies of 200,000 civilians will svet
receive internatiopal assistance, either through bilateral aid oT through a multinational
entity, The doliors have taken joint setion i the pash such as when they pressed
successfully for the signing of the August peace accords ending the waf between the
Rwandan governmelt and the RPF. They must once more act together, promptly and
unequivocally, t0 halt the staughrer.

Huwan Rignhts Watch/Africa urges e Lited States to play 2 {eading Toie in
getting more U.N. troops sent to Rwanda to protect civilian lives and to assist in the
distribution of huanitarian aid. Qnee the decision 13 made to aend these soldiers, the
U.8. mnst assist in transporting the 1roeps and their needed materiel as quickly a8

passible to Rwanda.
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