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Constitution of Rwanda

{Adopted: 30May 1991/Status: 30 Ma~, 1991 }

Preamble

.......... The National Council for Development, meeting as Constituent Assembly on 30 May 199 I;

Trusting in God Almighty;

In vie~ of ~.he. liberation action of the people of Rwanda accomplished by the social "~".
¯ 0... ~1

¯ ."’fevol’utio’n:O~1959; -,,::,

Concerned about defendingthe republican form ofgovernment; ..... ..... :’ ....>, .........2, ....,~.=:- ,-,: .... .....- ....

Born of the will of the people on 28 Jan 1961 and confirmed by referendum on 25 Sep 196 I;

Resolved to safeguard the national indep recovered on I July 1962 as well as the acquisition

_moral revolution 3 July 1973; ............. . .............. ; ................ .........

Faithful to democratic principles and concerned about ensuring the, protection of human

rights and promoting respect for fundamental freedoms, in accordance with the ’Universal

Declaration of Human Rights’ and the ’African Charter of Rights of Humans and Feople’;

Wishing to adapt to national realities the constitutional principles established on 24 Nov 1962

and 20 Dee 1978 and to safeguard the national acquisitions for the purpose of reinforcing

democracy;

Convinced of the necessity to achieve effectively national unity, peace, social justice, and

respect for human rights based on liberty, equality, and fraternity for all members of the
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gwandan community;

Resolved to guarantee to present and future generations the benefits of liberty, prosperity, and

fulfillment for each person;

Resolved tO~U~~ efforts made towards the development and prosperity oft he country;......................... .,~, ,..,.~ ,~.,:-:..,~,~.- . ................................ .
Resolved to~on~bute to maintaining the peaceful coexistense of nations, reinforcing

cooperation between peoples, and developing African unity;

In revision of the Constitution of 20 Dec 1978 and in accordance with Article 91 thereof;

Does establish and adopt this Constitution for the Republic of Rwanda.
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Rwanda - Constitution - Title I

~2,~-. . ~ .~-.~.. ,:.

Article 1 [State]

The Republic

(1) Rwanda shall be a democratic, social, and sovereign Republic which shall take the name

’Republic of Rwanda’.

(2) Its Principle shall be: "Government of the people, by the people, and for the people."

Article 2 [RepubUc]

Monarchy shall be abolished and cannot be restored.

Article 3 [Flag, Seal, Anthem]

(I) The national flag shall consist of bands of red, yellow, and green color, starting from the

pole, and with the letter ’R’ in black in the center of the yellow band. The Motto of the

Republic shall be "Liberty, Cooperation, Progress."

(2) The Seal of the Republic shall be composed of ideograms of a dove and olive branch, 

hoe and billhook, a bow and arrow, r~spectively symbolizing peace, work, and the defense of

democ "ra~~ !.!;~rties, in addition’toI .:~j..)~ame and the motto of the Republic, all of it being

frfimed b)"two National Flags placed opposite each other.

(3) The National Anthem shall be determined by law.

Article 4 [Languages]

Kinyarwanda shall be the National Language. Kirtyar~vanda and French shall be the official

languages.

Article 5 [Citizenship]

Rwanda nationality and conditions for obtaining naturalization shall be defined by law.

Article 6 [SovereigntyI

(I) All power shall originate from the Nation.

(2) National sovereignty shall belong to the people of Rwanda which shall exercise it through

representatives or by means of referendum.

°..i
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Article 7 [Political PartiesJ

Political parties fulfilling the legal conditions shall concur to the t.’xpression of suffrage. They

shall be formed and shall exercise their activities freely provided that they respect democratic

principles and not infringe upon republican form of god, eminent, national territorial integrity,

and the security of the State. ~.~ ’7~:~ ....

Article 8 [Suffragei

Suffrage shall always be secret; it may be direct or indirect.

Article 9 [Electoral Rightsl

Any gwandan citizen, having attained majority and not being in any exclusion case

prescribed by law, maybe an elector within the conditions established by law.

Article 10 [Consultation]

The law shall determine the conditions and means of consultation of the people.

Article 11 [Prefectures, Communes, Capital]

(I) The Republic shall be divided into prefectures, endowed with *,heir own juridical . . .~.
identities. A prefecture may be divided into sub-prefectures.

.... .,oG,
(2) Each prefecture shall be divided into communes, endowed with their own juridical .~.
identities. ’.

.- . .d --

(5) The law shall determine the number, limitations, organization, and operation of the . "

prefectures, sub-prefectures, and communes: ~

(4) The Capital of the R,public shall be determined by law.

or:.,. .2
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Rwanda - Constitution- Title I[

¯ Public Liberties

Article 12 [Human Dignity, Personal Freedom]

(1) The human being shall be sacred.

(2) The liberty of the human being shall be inviolable; no one may be prosecuted, arrested,

imprisoned, or convicted other than in the cases prescribed by the law in effect at the time of

the perpetrated act and within the forms prescribed by that law.

(3) No infraction may be punished by penalties ~hi:<:’h were not prescribed by law before 

was committed.

(4) Any person shall be presumed innocent of the charges as long as a definite conviction has

not taken place.

Article 13 [Security Measures]

No one shall be subjected to security measures except m th~ -cases. and forms provided by

law, for reasons of public order or State security. Y ":

¯ . ....~." ’%4%/;’..-A ....... . ,
Article 14 ]Criminal Regnonsibllity] s , ::... : ~/~ ~i ". " :"

, ~,.q.,- - ,. :,
Criminal responsibility shall be personal. Civil responsibility shall be defined by the law.", ~ ~, o

.......... ~.. - , .

Defense shail be aa absolute right at any state or level of the proceedings.
) ...........

Article 15 [Asylum, Extradition]
_..

(1) Asylum Hghts shall be recognized within lhe conditions defined by law.. ...............

(2) Extradition shall be authorized only within the limits prescribed by law.

Article 16 [Citizen Equality]

All citizens shall be equal in the eyes of the law, without any discrimination, especially in

respect to race, color, origin, ethnic background, clan, sex, opinion, religion, or social status.

Article 17 [No Slavery]

Any form of slavery or bondage shall be prohibited.

..
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Article 18 ]Religion, Expression]

Freedom orreligion and the public exercise thereof, liberty of conscience, as well as liberty

of expressing one’s opinion about any subject, shall be guaranteed, except for the punishment

of infractions committed during the exercise thereof.

Article 19 [Associationl

Freedom of association shall be guaranteed within conditions determined by law; prior

authorization may not be prescribed.

Article 20 ]Assembly]

(1) Freedom of assembly in peaceful and unarmed meetings shall be guaranteed within the

limits determined by law.

(2) Priorauthorization may be prescribed only by law and solely fbr outdoor meetings, on.

public streets, or in public places, and inasmuch as required by reasons of safety, peace, or

health. ’:

Article 21 [Movingl

Any citizen shall have the right to move and settle freely on the national territory, as well as

to Jeave it or return to it; the exercise of this right may only be limited by law for reasons of

public order or State security.

Article 22 ]Privacy] ..

(-1) The pfi~afe’~,?e’s~6fih’dqqidU~/Is’sfi~ill: notB~ fnfringed upon in ~.ny ,gay. ’ ........ : ...... :: "=~:"J~<"~ :::~" =~:=;:~:’ ~:~ ~’’=: ::’::~ """" ’::

(2) The privacy-Of correspondence and communications by post, t(;legraph, telephone, or 

any other means shall be guaranteed; any restriction shall be determined by law only.

(3),.,. ~:.,.,,.Oo ’ciles.,,.__oshall.,.,..,,,...be .,..~.,..~inviolable....,.No ......house search may take place, except<in:he.,~S¢~,gr~,~, ........._ ;:~ ~ ........ . .................... .~,i.;., ,,, ......~ ,..,

manner prescribed.by.!aw ....

Article 23 [ProperOj’] ........ ,.- ........ , .......... _

Private property, whether individual or collective, shall be inviolable. No infringement shall

take place except for the reason of public utility, in the cases and manner established by law,

and in return for fair and prior compensation.

Article 24 ]Family]

(I) The familty, which is the natural basis of the Rwandan people, shall be protected by the
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(2) Parents shall have the right and duty to raise their children.

Article 25 [Marriage]

(1) Only monogamous marriages shall be recognized within the conditions.and,forms

prescribed by law. - ..............

(2) The condititions and forms of divorce shall be defined by law.

Article 26 [Education]

Liberty. of teaching shall be guaranteed, except for the punishment of infractions committed

.in the exercise thereof. The organization of subsidized official and free education as well as

recognition of diplomas and certificates issued by private institutions, shall be regulated by

law. ~

Article 27 lMandatory Education]

Subject to the enforcement of Article 24(2), primary education shall be mandatory and free,

according to the methods established by law.

¯ article 28 [Servicel
...’~¢- ... ...

¯ ~/. at~’-".~. ,"~ or military service shall be organized by law.

8 6 " °

Arti~.~29 IExcessive Punishmentsl

Excessively punishing hard labor shall be prohibited.

...

Article 30 [Work]

Any person shall have the rightto work, to freely choose his work, and to have equitable and

satisfying working conditions... ....

Article 31 [Unton Action]

Any worker may protect his rights by the means of union action, except for the punishment of

infractions committed within that action.

Article 32 [Strikel

The right to strike shall be exercised’re’thin the la.d-s by which it i,; regulated. It may not

infringe upon the freedom to work.
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Article 33 l Judicial Power]

Judicial power, as the guardian of public rights and liberties, shall ensure the respect thereof"

within the conditions prescribed by law.



Rwanda - Constitution - Title III

Powers

[..)

[Chapter 0 General Provision]

Article 34 [Separation]

The separation and collaboration of executive, legislative, and judicial powers shall be

consecrated and regulated by this Constitution.

Chapter I Executive Power

[Section 0 General Provisions]

Article 35 [President, Government]

Executive poweKwhall be exercised by the President of the Republic, assisted by the

Government, composed of the Prime Minister and Ministers or Secretaries of State.

Article 36 [Remuneration]

The law shall establish compensation, pensions, and other material benefits pertaining to the

presidential and ministerial duties.

Article 37 [Er~nomic IncompatibilityI _

(I) The President of the Republic, the prime Minister, Ministers~:ad Secretaries of State may

not take advantage of their offices in order to acquire or dispose ofany State property, nor

exchange their personal property for a State property.

(2) Their duties shall be incompatible with the exercise of any other compensated

professional activity.

Article 38 [Immunity!

(1) The President of the Republic, and except in case of flagrante delicto, the Prime Minister,

Ministers, and Secretaries of State may be prosecuted or arrested for crimes or misdemeanors

only upon accusation voted on, in secret ballot, by the National Assembly with a majority of

three-fourth of its members.



(2) "Fhey shall be subject to the Court of Cassation which shall rule, all chambers assembled,

as the first and final resort.

(3) They may be subjected to civil imprisonment only upon authorization by the National

Assembly.
., J. -..

Section I The President of the Republic

Article 39 [Functions]

(1) The President of the Republic shall be the Head of State. Through his arbitration he shall

ensure the regular operation of higher level institutions of the Republic as well as the

continuity of the State.

(2) He shall be the guarantor of national independence and unity, as well as territorial

integrity.

Article 40 [Election, Term]

(I) The President of the Republic shall be elected by direct universal suffrage by an absolute

majority of votes, according to the procedure prescribed by law.

(2). Candidat¢~.tg. the Presidency of the Republic must be at least thirty-five years of age .............................................. : ..........
(3) The President of the Republic shall be elected for a five year raandate.

(4) The President may be reelected. However, he may not exercise more than two successive

mandates.

(5) The law shall determine the neeessa~ means to be at the disposal of former Presidents 

the Republic .........

Article 41 [Oathl - ".

Beforetakl}ig office, the Presidentof ttie Republic shall take an oath before the Constitutional

Court and the National Assembly, in the following terms:

"I .... , in the name of God Almighty, do solemnly swear to the Nation to faithfully carry out

the duties entrusted to me, to be faithful to the Republic of Rwanda, and to promote the

interests of the people of Rwanda with all respect to the Constitution and the law."

Article 42 [Resignation, Replacement]

(I) The President of the Republic may resign; his resignation shall be accepted by the

National Assembly.

(2) In the event of impediment or temporary incapacity to express his will, the President 

10
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the l~cpublic shall be temporarily replaced by .),he President of the National Assembly.

(3) In the event of resignation, death, or when impediment or incapacity shall be declared

definitive by the Constitutional Court consulted by the Government, the President of the

Republic shall be replaced by the President of the National Assembly until the election of the

new President of the Republic, which must take place within 90 days.

(4) In the cases mentioned in the above Paragraph, the Prime Minister, Ministers. and 

Secretaries of State shall be considered as resigning and shall assume, each in his own right,

the carrying out of the present affairs until the new Government is formed.

939

Article 43 [Second Replacement]

In the event the President of the Republic and the President of the National Assembly happen

to be simultaneously placed in one of the cases prescribed in Article 42, the duties of the

President of the Republic shall be carried out by the Prime Minister in the conditions

prescribed in the said article.

Article 44 [Functions]

The President of the Republic:

1) shall appoint the Prime Minister and shall terminate his duties; upon the recommendation .......

of the Prime Minister, he shall appoint the other members of the Government and shall

terminate their duties;

2) shall preside the Council of Ministers;

.3) .shall make appointments, tojudicia! positions.as, well as higher level civil andmilitary ................................. :.- ................
posts established by law; --

~) shall appoint and accredit ambassadors and extraordinary envoys abroadand shall, ~: ¯ ;- ‘’~’!:’."~ ’ .... . - " "< " ’ ~

terminate their duties; ambassadors and extraordinary envoys shah be accredited tg;,himi,i ............. :..-:.:.~::)~:~:.:- ~,.~ ..............
5) siaail represeni flae~Repul~lqc~inhi,~;rdatiO-~s;~with foreign states;

6) shall negotiate, conclude, and ratify all international treaties, conventions, and agreements,

whether ofpublic or private law, and send them to the National A’;sembly as soon as allowed . ... ,

by the State’s interest and security. However,

- peace treaties,

- alliance treaties, " .........................................................

- treaties that may bring modifications to the national territorial borders or affect sovereignty

rights,
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- treaties con¢e.i~-in:~::!h~e Republic’s relations with one or several other States, as well as

- treaties, conventions, and agreements involving financial implications not anticipated in the

budget,

shall be enforceable only following approval by law. The federation of the Republic of

Rwanda witia:one or several other democratic States must be approved by means of a -

referendum;

7) shall declare war and sign armistices upon authorization by the National Assembly;

8) shall sanction and promulgate laws within 15 days after the constitutionality ruling;

9) shall have the right to oppose a suspension veto to the laws passed by the National

Assembly. When exercising this right, he must return the law to the National Assembly

within 15 days for a second reading. If the law returned to the National Assembly within 15

days is passed after a second reading and is not subjected to a constitutionality ruling, it must

be sanctioned and promulgated; ~_~.~ .......~ .........=~.,-,:_~,
10) shall give the orders necessary for the execution oflaws, without ever being able to

suspend the laws themselves or exempt them from execution;

11) shall have the right to address messages to the Nation and, without causing debates, to the

National Assen~bly, ..................................................

12) may suspend for a maximum of 15 days the work of the National Assembly; however no

suspension may be repeated in the course of one session;

13) shall exercise the right of pardon;

14) Shall ha:Ce~he’ri~fit :to eisii’i:ffi’bii~y~ ....... ~ "~::~ ~::~:~’~

Article 45 [Commander:.,In-Chief] .... _..~ _ . ~ ...... .....~ ......~ .......The President of the Republic zha!l’ be the Supreme Claief of the Armed Forces; ........................

Article 46 [Bound by Law, lndictmentl

(1) The President of the Republic shall attend to the observance of the Constitution.

(2) In case of violation ~ofthe Constitutbn by thePresident of the R.epublic, his indictment 

may only be decided upon by the National Assembly, ruling by a majority of four-fifth of its

members and by secret ballot.

(3) If the case arises, the President of the RepUbiic shall be subject to the Constitutional Court

which alone shall be qualified to order his forced resignation. ’

12
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Article 47 [ Referendum l -’-~~/~" ..........

The President of the Republic may, on the advice of the Government and the National

Assembly, submit to a referendum any bill or any other matter.

r

- )

Article 48 [Siege, Emergency, Dangerl ..... ._.
(1) The President of the Republic may, when the situation requires it and after consultation

with the Government, with the Constitutional Court and with the Bureau of the National

Assembly, proclaim a state of siege or a state of emergency. States of siege and emergency

are regulated by law.

(2) When the Republic’s institutions, the Nation’s independence or prime interests, territorial

integrity, or the execution of its international commitments are threatened in a grave and

imminent manner, and when the regular goveramenta’i servides are interrupted, the President

of the Republic shall take the measures required by these circumstances, after consultation

with the Government, with the Bureau of the National Assembly, and with the Constitutional

Court.

Article 49 [Countersignatures]

The actions of the President of the Republic shall be countersigned by the Prime Minister, as .........................

well as the responsible Ministers and Secretaries of Staie. . ,-...~,,

Section II The Government

A~:ticle 50 [Power] ...... ~: .;LoA:;I:L,,./~:,,/,,.}.ii[:, ~.c~ ~,.:’,..:~.,/LLJ~i:I:- ’"

(1) The Government shall determine and conduct the Nation’s policies.

(2)~lt shall have at its disposal h’ae administration and’the amaed forces. It shall be accountable ......

to the National Assembly according to the i55fitliti0ns :and procedures prescribed in Articles .

81 and 84.

Article 51 [Prime Minister]

The Prime Minister:

1) shall present to the National Assembly the Government’s program and the ministerial

cabinet in charge of the execution thereof;

2) shall direct the Government’s action;

3) shall determine assignments for Ministers and Secretaries of State and the nature and

competence of the departments under their authority. Ministers and Secretaries of State shall

13
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recewe authority from the Prime Minister for affairs relevant tO~t;ti~r:tjE~artmcnts; the Prime

Minister shall determine the extent of this authority;

4) shall make appointments to civil and military posts, except for conflicting legal provisions

or regulations;

5) may replace the President of the Republic to preside aCodncil of Ministers by virtue of

express authority and for a specific agenda;

6) shall countersign laws adopted by the National Assembly and promulgated by the

President of the Republic;

7) shall execute laws and regulations by means of decrees when he is in charge thereof.

Article 52 [CountersignaturesJ

The Prime Minister’s actions shall be countersigned by the Ministers in charge of their

execution.

Article 53 [Ministers and Secretaries of State]

Ministers and Secretaries of State shall execute laws and regulatic)ns by means of decrees,

when in charge thereof.

Article 54 [Accountability] ¯ ...,a

The Prime Minister, Ministers, and Secretaries of State )hall be accountable to the President

of the Republic; moreover they shall be accountable to the National Assembly within the

conditions defined by this Constitution.

Article 55 [Mandatory Consultation]

Upon convocation and presided by the Presidentof [he Republic, theCouncil--of Ministers ...................... :-,-. ~:-." ...............- .........

obligatorily shall~e ..consulted about:

- bills of law and proposals of statutory orders;

-proposals of presidential decrees carrying execution of laws or statutory orders;

- proposals ofpresidential decrees relating to higher level government positions; ................. , ........... --

- dissolution of the National Assembly.

,Article, 56 [Oath, Resignationl

(1) The Prime Minister, Ministers, and Secretaries of State shall show solidarity with the

President of the Republic.

(2) Before taking office, the Prime Minister, Ministers, and Secretm’ies of State shall take 

14
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oath before the President of the Republic and the National Assembly, in the following terms:

"L .... in the name of God Almighty, do swear to the Nation that I shall loyally carry out my

duties, beJaithful to the Republic of Rwanda and the Head of State, and promote the interests

of the Rwandan people with all respect to the Constitution and the law."
-

(3) Resignation or termination of the Prime Minister’s duties for whatever rcasoni:’shali bring

about the resignation of the Government.

(4) Each Minister or Secretary of State may, of his own accord, tender his resignation to the

President of the Republic; this resignation shall be definite only it" it is not withdrawn or

refused by the President of the Republic within eight days.

¯ ̄  -4,, .e
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Rwanda- Constitution- Chapter II

3

\

Legislative Power

[Section 0 General Provisionl .............

Article 57 [Powerl

Legislative power shall be exercised collectively by the President of the Republic and the

National Assembly.

Section I The National Assembly

Article 58 [Election] .............

(1) The National Assembly shall be composed of members designated as ’Deputies to the

National Assembly.’ Deputies shall be elected for a five year mandate by universal and direct

suffrage.

(2) Deputies may resign from their mandate.

(3) No person may be a Deputy to the National Assembly unless he is a Rwandan citizen, 

least 21 years,of age, and is able to fulfill any Bther conditions prescribed by law.
- .

(4) The law shall establish electoral conditions, regutatigns for ~nc~mpatibility, the number 
¯ " * . )" ~IW*~ ~ * " gll,

, . ¯ . ,, . ,, ,,,. ;a, . . . .Depuhes, as well as compensation and other material be~s~’p~~:uning~o the duties of

Deputies. .

Article 59 [Independence]
. .

Any required mandate shall be invalid; the Deputies’ right to vote shall be personal.

Article 60 [Oathl
o

(1) At the beginning of each legislative session, the first meeting shall be dedicated to the

swearing in of the Deputies and to the election of the Bureau of the National Assembly, It

shall be presided by the President of the Republic.

(2) Before taking office, Deputies shall take an oath before the President of the Republic, 

the following terms:

"I, .... in the name of God Almighty, do swear to the Nation that l shall loyally carry out my

duties, be faitlful to the Republic of Rwanda and the Head of State, and promote the interests

of the Rwandan people with all respeci to the Constitution and the taw."

16
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oath before the President of the Republic and ihe National Assembly, in the following ierms:

"[, .... in the name of God Almighty. do swear to the Nation that I shall loyally carry out my

duties, be j~tithful to the Repttblic of Rwanda and the Head of State, and promote the interests

of the Rwandan people with all respect to the Constitution and the law."

(3) Resignation or termination of the Plrime Minister’s duties for whatever reason, i~l~-~ll brirt~

about the resignation of the Government.

(4) Each Minister or Secretary of State may, of his own accord, te:ader his resignation to the

President of the Republic; this resignation shall be definite only if it is not withdrawn or

refused by the President of the Republic within eight days.

l)

15
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Rwanda - Constitution - Chapter II

Legislative Power

[Section 0 Grcneral ProYision] ........................ -:::~i~,:,~...

Article 57 [Powerl

Legislative power shall be exercised collectively by the President of the Republic and the

National Assembly.

Section I The National Assembly

Article 58 [Electionl

(1) The National Assembly shall be composed of members designated as ’Deputies to the

National Assembly.’ Deputies shall be elected for a five year mandate by universal and direct

suffrage.

(2) Deputies may resign from their mandate,

(3) No person may be a Deputy to the National Assembly unless he-is a Rwandan citizen, at . ....

least 21 years ofage, and is able to fulfill any other conditions prescribed by law.

(4) The law shall establish ele.ctoral conditions, regulations for incompatibility, the number 
.’. ca

Deputies, as well as cofnpensation and other material benefits pertammg to the duties of

Deputies.

Article 59 [Independencel
_

Any required mandate shall be invalid; the Deputies’ right to vote :;hall be personal.

Article 60 [Oathi

(1) At the beginning of each legislative session, the first meeting shall be dedicated to the

sweating in of the Deputies and to the election of the Bureau of the National Assembly. It ......

shall be presided by the President of the Republic.

(2) Before taking office, Deputies shall take an oath before the President of the Republic, 
¯

the following terms:

"I, .... in the name of God Almighty, do swear to the Nation that I ,,rhall loyally carry out my

duties, be faithfid to the Republic of Rwanda and the Head of State, and promote the interests

of the Rwandan people wiih all respect to the Constitution and the law."

16
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(3) The Nafisnal Assembly shall form its Bureau by electing a President, two Vice-

Presidents, and a Secretary.

Article 61 {Presidency]

The National Assembly shall be directed by its President and, in case of the letter’s

’-’ncapacRy, .by one of the Vice-Presidents. ¯ ......................................

Article 62 [Internal Order]

The National Assembly shah determine by internal order the regulation of its organization

and the procedure according tO which it shall carry out its assignments.

Article 63 [Sessionsl

(i) The National Assembly shall hold, by right, each year two ordinary sessi0ns~aad when

required by circumstances, extraordinary sessions. Ordinary sessions shall respectively start

the third Tuesday of the m£nth of October and the third Tuesday of the month of April.

However, for the first year of the legislature, the first ordinary session shall start, by right, 8

days after the legislative elections¯

(2) The National Assembly she!! e Convened by i ts President. It may be convened as an

extraordinary session upon the initiative of the President of the Republic, its President, the

majority of its members, or upon the request of the Prime Minister. When meeting in

extraordinary session, the National Assembly may only address matters that motivated its

convening.

Article 64 [Place]

(1) The National Assembly shall meet in the Capital except in case of absolute necessity.

(2) Any deliberation, whatever its subject, held without convocation or agenda, or held

outside the session period or outside the premises noted on the convocation act, shall by right

be invalid.

Article 65 [Publicity, Minutes]

(1) The National Assembly meetings shall be public; records of the debates shall be made

public.

(2) However, upon the request of the President of the Republic, its President, a third of its

members, or the Prime Minister, the Assembly may decide by an absolute majority to meet in

camera.
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Article 66 [Indemnity, Immunity] ~. ......~,~:~,~,~ .........._
(l) Deputities may not be prosecuted or accused because of opinions or votes expressed by

them in the exercise of their duties.

(2) Except in case offlagrante delicto, Deputies may be prosecuted or arrested for other acts,

orbe subject tocivil impris0nment onlyby authorization from the National Assembly passed

by secret ballot by a majority of three-fourths of its members.

(3) Prosecution or imprisonment resulting fromflagrante deticto or from authorization from

the National Assembly shall be suspended during the session pefi( .~1 if required by the

National Assembly by a majority of three-fourths of its members and by secret ballot, except

in case of a definite conviction.

(4) Deputies shall be subject to the Court of Cassation which shall rule, all chambers

assembled, as the first and final re sot~y’~’:’;~~ ....

Article 67 [Dismissall

(1) No Deputy shall be dismissed from office unless he is met witl’t a cause for ineligibility.

(2) If the case arises, the dismissal shall be by right and it shall be certified by the Council 

State at the request ofthe Bureau of the National Assembly or the Government.

¯
~.;* Articl:~6~.ISleeping Mandate, Property]¯ .,q= .~ :

;:..’,. . .g = (J..)~e*n a Deputy is appointed to the Government or any other public office and he accepts,

,-" ,,= he ahat~’immediately. ~ cease his duties as a Deputy and shall be replaced by his substitute.

(2) He shall resume his duties as soon as the reasons for incompatibility have disappeared,

and as long as the legislature to which he has been elected is still in session.

(3) No Deputy ma~ take advantage of his office in order to acquire or dispose of a property 

State, or exchange a personal p.rope, ay for a property of State.

Section II Elaboration of Laws

A~icle 69 IRule of Lawl

(1) Leqislative power shall be exercised by means of laws.

(2) The law shall supremely intervene in any matter;, in no case shall regulations contravene

the provisions of the law. " ....

Article 70 [Statutory Ordersl

(I) In case ofemergency or when the National Assembly is unable to meet, the President 
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the P~epublic shall temporarily legislate by m’ea~,s~:~f ~’.a~tory orders adopted in the Council

of Ministers.

(2) Unless they are confirmed by the National Assembly in the course of the next closest

session, statutory orders shall lose any mandatory effect.

Article 7 ! [Initiative] ...... ~’~~,~,~: ;,::’~:’~:

(l) Initiative for laws shall belong to Deputies and the President of the Republic concurrently.

(2) Deputies and the President of the Republic have the fight to amend them.

Article 72 [Spending Bills]

Bills and amendments formulated by Deputies and the adoption o:F which could bring about

either a decrease of public resources or the creation or increase of public expenses, must be

a6cbmpanied by a bill to augment revenue or savings of equal value.

Article 73 [Majorities]

(1) Laws shall be passed by an absolutemajority of Deputies to the National Assembly; laws

to which the Constitution imparts the character of organic laws shall be passed by a majority

of tltree-fifths. The provisions of an organic law may not be dispez~e~1~th by another law.

(2) No law may be adopted except afterhaving been passed~rti¢le bY agticte.

(3) Votes shall be expressed verbally or by sitting and standing positioris; ole, a law
"l ’ a

.... :" ~:..::,,..,
" " "" "i, ~:~’-=,

shall be voted upon calling out names and answering verbally. Ball6ts shall be secret when

mention is made of individuals and in the cases estabqished by internal order regulations, . ’ .....
- , ;~ ........... ....................... "-.:.~2-.2L;~. ,~ tl ,":, ".- .L; 2 2 ~’~" ~.~;:~’-"/7"I:~.;’ ?’L’2~ ." Y’~7":~,’,~ L~’".~"’7"~’% ~ ......... ." ~2’:. ~" !,~’,: ,~2,;L:~’~:- ~,~;2 L’~",,~’22.’. ,?~- : ~’;;:,~;;,2. ,~_~,~ ~’:. z

........... Article 74 [Urgent Examinationl

(1) Urgent examination of a proposal or bill may be requested by a Deputy orby the ........................................

President of the Republic. °- ....................................

(2) When it is requested hy a Deputy, the National Assembly shall decide upon the.urgency. . .....

(3) When it is requested by the President of the Republic, it shall a!tways be granted.

(4) In all cases when emergency is granted, the examination of the law in question shall have

priority over the agenda.

Article 75 [Constitutional Court Ruling]

(1) Before promulgation, laws and statutory orders must be sent to the Constitutional Court
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which shall g~’¢~.~g~oa.-their constitutionality within eight days or, in case of emergency,

within four days.

(2) If the Court gives a ruling of incompatibility, it shall return the text to the National

Assembly or the President of the Republic as the case may be.
,.

Article 76 [~ia~ci.aA Laws] ......................................

(1) The National Assembly shall vote upon the financial laws whi~-h establish the resources

and expenses ofthe State within the conditions prescribed by an organic law.

(2) Any budgetary transfer must be authorized by law.

Article 77 [Budgetl

(1) Each year, the National Assembly shall rule on the financial accounts and pass a balanced

budget, a bile for which shall be filed before the opening of the first ordinary session:‘>. ........

(2) If it has not been passed within forty days after the opening of the first ordinary session ...... 

or if it has not been passed as balanced, the budget bill shall be adopted by means of a

statutory order at the latest on 3 ! Jan of the year of its execution.

(3) If the budget bill for a specific fiscal year has not been presented on time to be passed and

promulgated before the opening of that fiscal year, the Prime Mini:;ter, upon authorization
¯ . - . ,’i ".:

from the N~.tii;mal~ssembly, shall propose by presidential decr~,"de~berated upon in the

Council b~ Mimffters, the opening of the provisional twelfths of the budget based upon the
budget of the previous fiscal year. , ~ ~..: .,.:,.~ .., , ,

¯
¯ ° II ’11,(4) The same presidential decree shall authorize"the collection of revenue m accordancewith .... ’~ " .... ". :’:- ’:~:- " ~ ":-.-

the law by which it isregulated. Thus shall it be each month until the adoption of the budget.
, - L ..

Article 78 [Tax Laws, Monopoly] .....

(1) No.taxation may he established, iiaodified, or. abolished except by law; no exerriiJ~tidfi..or ..... " .......

reduction may be granted except in the cases prescribedby law. ..... "

(2) No monopoly may be granted except by law and for a specific duration.

Article 79 [Authentic Interpretation]

Authentic interpretation of the laws shall be the prerogative of the legislative power.
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Rwanda - TM Chapter III

Relations Between the National Assembly and the

Government

#~lh"

77. ; t?;,"~f.:,+~. ,’?’.7.’.’~!".:~ ,..

Article 80 [Information, Participationl

(1) The President of the Republic and the Prime Minister must be informed of the agenda for

the meetings of the National Assembly and its committees.

(2) The Prime Minister, Minisiers, and Secretaries of State may, if they so desire, attend the

National Assembly meetings; they shall speak whenever they wish; if need be, they may be

accompanied by technicians of their choice.

Article 81 [Controll ......

(I) The National Assembly’s means of information and control with regard to governmental

action shall be:

- oral questions; .. ¯

ritt q tions; ~’"° W en ues .. u ¯

¯ "o ~"
- committee hearings;

- committees of inquiry; -- " . !,~,

(2) Conditions and application procedures thereof shall be prescribed by law.
...... ..

Article 82 [Motion of Censurel _

(l) The National Assembi); m~ eat-l--into-quest-ion the responsibiI~ity,of the-G0vernment, as .................... ~L~o~L .......

well as ofany Minister or Secretary oi’State, by passing a motion of censure. ~

(2) Suc_h a motion shall be admissible only after interpellation and only if signed by at least

one-fifth of the National Assembly members in the case of a Minister or Secretary of State,

and by one-third in the case of the Government.

(3) Voting may only take place at least 48 hours after the motion is registered, and ’the latter ""

may be adopted only by secret ballot and by an absolute majority of Deputies.

(4) The closing of ordinary or extraordinary sessions shall be by right delayed in order to
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allo~k the application of the provisions of the present article if necessary. ~~ ....

A rtiele 83 [Vote of No Confidence]

(I) When a motion of censure is adopted against a Minister or Secretary of State, the latter

shall be required to tender his resignation to the President of the Republic.

(2) When this motion is adopted against the Government, the pfimeM!nis:!~£i~a[l tender the

resignation of the latter to the President of the Republic.

(3) If the motion of censure is rejected, the signatories may not present a new one in the

course of the same session.

Article 84 [Revenue Courtl

(1) The Revenue Court shall be in charge of examining, liquidating, and settling accounts for

all public services. ~-

(2) It shall submit to the National Assembly a report on the regular performance of the

general accounts of the State.

(3) The Revenue Court shaH be organized by an organic law.

. ...o

Article 85 [Dissolution]

-(1) ThePresident of the Republic may, after consultation with’the Council of Minis t’ers and

the Bureau of the Nation Assembly, order the dissolution of the National Assembly.

However, in the course of his mandate, he may not order a second dissolution without this

~iction bringing about his own resignation. ~ ,;., .’~’)

. .,.L,-.7~~ 4Y
c

(2) Elec(ions tO ,the legislamre shall tak.e~place<.~xdthin, 90 days in a¢icoFdance with ~ic!e58.- ...... : ......... ’-: : :~: ...... > <’-’

If need be, the election to the--Presidency of the Republic shall take place within 90 days in

accordance with Article 40.

(3) The National Assembly may not be dissolved in the course of.the exercise of the

-}
exceptional powers mentioned in Article 48.
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Rwanda - Constit : Chapter IV

)

Judicial Power

Article 86 [Independencel

(1) Judicial power shall be exercised by courts, tribunals, and other jurisdictions; it shall 

independent from the legislative and executive powers.
..

(2) The President of the Republic shall guarantee the independence of the judicial power.

(3) Justice shall be dispensed in the name of the people.

Article 87 [Magistrates]

(I) Magistrates shall be appointed and dismissed by the President of the Republic on the

proposal of the Minister of Justice and upon conforming advice from the Supreme Council of

Magistrates.

(2) The Supreme Council of Magistrates shall be composed of magistrates elected by their

peers according to procedures prescribed by an organic law. The Minister of Justice,shall-be :a. ........ ~ ............. :: ¯
:~..

member by fight. : .....
~, Q.,:* .

(3) During the first session presided by the President of the Republic, the Supreme Council 

Magistrates shall elect in its midst its President, Vice-Pre~ident, ~}l~:Sccretary.

(4) ~ organi~ law shaRestablish regulations’ for-comE~tence, org’anization, and operation ~ -. ,. ’,. , ,, . ~. 

the Supreme Council of Magistrates.

Article 88 [Court Hierarchyl

(t) .Iur/dictions 0fthe following.~der:shat,! bc:xecogn.~!z~d.and sancti6ned by :his

Constitution:

- canton courts,

- courts of the first instance,

- courts of appeal, and

- the Court of Cassation ......

(2) Except when prescribed by law, the Court of Cassation shall not have cognizance of the

substance of the cases.
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ArtiHe 89 [Council of Statel

(!) When consulted, the Council of State shall be competent to express a justified opinion

about the text of any law proposal, bill, or amendment to this proposal or bill, any statutory

order proposal, as well as any proposal of execution order. It may propose drafting

modifications as judged necessary.

(2) The Council of State shall have cognizance of appeals for invalidation against regulations,

orders, and decisions of the administrative authorities; it shall control the regular operation of

popular consultations.

(3) The Council of State shall be organized by an organic law.

(4) Lower administrative juridictions shall be created and organized by an organic law.

Article 90 [Constitutional Court]

The Constitutional Court, composed of the Court of Cassation and the Council of State

assembled, shall be in charge of controlling the constitutionality of laws and statutory orders;

it alone shall be competent to order the forced resignation of’the President of the Republic in

the conditions prescribed by Article 4__6.

Article 91 [Organic ~aw Establishmentl

(l) No other juri.sd~iq~rr~.- ~e established except by an organic law.

(2) The organizati0n and competence of arty juridiction shall be defined by an organic law.

Article 92 [Constitutional Judge[

No one may be removed against his will from the judge assigned to him by law.

Article 93 [Publieityl

Jurisdiction hearings shall be public, except for in camera eases ordered by a judgement

when publicity may endanger public order or morals.

Article 94 [Public Rulingsl

Any judgement or ruling shall’be justified and pronounced in a public hearing.

Article 95 [Constitutionalityl

Jurisdictions shall apply orders and other regulations as long as they are in accordance with

the Constitution and the law.
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Rwanda - Constitution - Title IV

Revision of the Constitution

Article 96 [Amendmentsi

(1) Initiative for revision of the Constitution shall belong to the President of the Republic and

the National Assembly concurrently.

(2) No revision bill or proposal may be taken into consideration if it infringes upon the

republican form of government, national territorial integrity, or democratic principles ruling

the Republic.

(3) Any revision proposal by the National Assembly must be presented by at least two-thirds

of its members.

(4) Any revision must be adopted by a majority of three-fourths of’ the members of the

National Assembly.

t. ’° . ¢"
¯ t.1

¯ I
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Rwanda - Constitution - Title V

General and Transitional Provisions

Article 97 [Promulgation Effectsl

(1) Laws and regulations may not take effect unless they have previously been published

within the conditions established by law.

(2) No one should be ignorant of regularly published laws.

Article 98 [Applicable Old Lawl

(1) Starting from the promulgation date of this Constitution, any legislation which is not

constrained by it, shall remain applicable inasmuch as it is not modified, repealed or replaced

by the new laws or regulations.

(2) Custom shall remain applicable inasmuch as it was not replaced by laws or is not contrary

to the Constitution, laws, regulations, public order or morals.

Article 99 [Oathsl

Without prejudice to provisions in Articles 4 I, 56 and 60, no oath may be imposed except by

a law which shall establish ~he wordS, find the procedure f~rta.ki:ng this oath.
¯ i

.: .# ,.o ,o :

Article I00 [Foreignersl

Any foreigner shall enjoy the protection granted to persons and property, as well as the civil

fights recognized by this Constitution, except in cases prescribed by law.

Article 101 [Continuation of Offices]

(1) The President of the Republic and the Deputies to the National Council for Development

presently in office will continue to exercise their duties until the next presidential and

legislative elections.

(2) The dates for these elections will be determined by the President of the Republic.

Article 102 [Old Constitutionl

(1) This Constitution shall revise and replace the Constitution of 20 Dec 1978.

(2) It will take effect on the date of its promulgation by the President of the Republic.
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Premier ministm, 35, 37, 38, 51.52, 54, 55.
- conW’.,seign, 49, 5 I-6*.
-- d61~gation, 5 I-3".
- d6mi~ion, 44-I", 56. ~.: O 2 .~ 1 9 ~
- direction du Gouvemement, 5 I-2°
- ex~,~cution des lois et r6glements, 5 I-7".
- imrnunit~, 38.
- incompatibilitY, 37.
- nomination, 44-1".
- nomination aux emplois civils et militaires. 51-4".
- pr~idence du Conseil des Ministres, 5 I-5".
- responsabilit6, 54.
- sernu;nt, 56.

Pr~ident de la R(spublique,
- Chef supreme des forces arm6es, 45.
- d6claration de guerr¢, 44.-7".
- d~’ret-loi, 70.
- demaade d’urgence pour le vote d’une loi, 74.
- d6mi~sion, 42, 46, 90.
- dissolution de l’Assembl~ nationale, 55, 85.
- droit d’amenclement, 7 I.
- droit de frappe de ta monnaie, 44-14".
- droit,k grace, 44- I Y.
- droit de raes~ge., 44. l 1".
- ~iection, 40, 42, I01.
- gardi~m de la constitution, 46.
- immuait6s, 38.
- incompatibifit~, 37;
- indenmit~ etc., 36.
- initia,~ve des lois, 7 I.
- mar~lat,,t0.
- mise,sn ar,~usation, 46.
- nomil~tion et r6vocation des magistrats, 44-3", 87.
- nomination et r~vocation des membres du 8ouver-

nement, 44- I"
- pouw~irs, 44.
- relations internationales, 44-4"-6"
- remp~acement, 42, 43.
- r~vision consdtutionnelle, 96.
- sancuon et promulgation [es lois, 44-8".
- serrnent, 41.
- signature d’armistice, 44-7".
- suppt(mnce, 42, 43.
- suspension des sessions de l’Assembl6e nationale,

44-12".
- v~m suspensif, 44, 11".

~mption d’innocence, 12.
Principe de la R~publique, 1.
Propri~,t6 pdv~ (inviolabflit6), 23.

Question ~rite, 81.
Question omle, 8 I.

Opinion, 16, 18.
Ordre Public, 13,21, 93,98.
Origine (~8alit6), 6.

Pards politiques, 7.
Personne humaine inviolabilitY), 12.
Position sociale (6galit6), 16.
pouvoir Ex6cutif, 35-56.
Pouvoir Judiciaire, 33, 34, 86-95.
pouvoir LAgislatif, 34, 57-79.
Prefecture, l I.

Race (~galit6), 16.
./’ ¯Rdf~xenddm, 6, 44-6,47.

R~glemenL 51-7", 53, 89, 95.
Religion (68alit6), 16.
Responsabilit~ civilc et l~nale, 14.
R6union (libertY), 20.
R~vision d,~ la Constitution, 96.

Sceau de I~ R~publiquc. 3..
Sccr~.taires d’Etaz (voir: Mini~tres et ~ d’Etat).
S~curit~ de l’Etat, 13, 21.
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Serment, 4 I, 56, 99.
Servage (interdiction), 1-7.
Service National, 28.
Sexes (6galit6), 16.
Sous-pt6fectures, ! 1.
Suffrage, 8, 40, 58.
S0ret6 (mesures de-), 13.
Syndicats, 3 I. .

Trait~s, 4A-6".
Travail, 30.

- force extrap6nal (interdiction), 29.
Tdbunaux de Canton, 88.
Tribunaux de premi~’e instance, 88.

Utilit6 publique, 23.

Vie priv~ (protection), 22.
Visite domiciliaire, 22.

Pr~bule

Le Conseil national de d6veloppement, r6uni en Assem-
bl~e constituante ie 30era jour du mois de mai 1991;

Mettant sa confiance ea Dieu Tout-Puissant;
Consid6rant l’muvre de lib6ration du peuple rwandais

acquise par la r6volution sociale de 1959 et soucieux de
la d~fense de la forme r6publicaine de t’Etat issue de Ia
voloat~ populaire du 28 jan,/i~" 1961 et confinn6e par !e
r~f(:rendum du 25 septembre 1961;

l~,cid6 t sauvegarder I’ind~4~ndance nationale re-
couvr6e le Ier juillet 1962 alnsi que les acquis de la r6-
volution morale de 5 juillet 1973;

.Fid~le-~x principes d6m~ues, et-soucieex d’as-
surer la protection de la personae huron/he et de pro-
mouvoir le respect des liben~s fondamentales, confor-
m6ment ~ la D(:claration universelle des droits de
[’homme et ~ la Charte africaine des droits de l’homme
et des peuples;

D~sireux d’adapter aux r~lit~ nationales les prin-
cipes constitutionneis 6tablis le 24 novembre 1962 et le
20 (16cembre 1978 et de sauvegarder les acquis de ia Na-
tion en rue du renforcement de la d6mocratie;

Conviancu de l’imp~atif de r6aliser de mani~xe ef-
fective l’unit6 nationale, ia paix, la justice sociale et le
respect de la personae humaine bas~ sur la liber~, l’6-
galit6 et la fraternit6 de tous les membres de la commu-
naut6 rwandaise;

D(~cid6 .~ garantir anx g6nt~xations pr6sentes et futures
lea bienfaits de la libert6, de la prosp6rit6 ©t de l’@a-
nouissement de chaque individu;

D~id6 ~t poursuivre lea efforts pour la construction et
la prosp6fit6 du pays;

R6solu .~ contribuer au maintien de la coex’tstence pa-
cifique entre lea nations, au renforcement de la cool~a-
tion entre les peuples et ~ 1’6dification de l’unit6 afri-
caine,

Revu la Constitution du 20 d~cembre 1978, confor-
m~ment .~ son article 91;

Etablit et adopte la pr6sente Constitution pour la R6-
publique Rwandaise.

Titre premier
De la rt~ublique

I.- La Rwanda e:~t une R6publique d6mocratique,
sociale et souveraine qui prend le nora de: ,~R6publique
Rwandaisew.

Son principe est: ,Gouvemement ~ peup[e, par le
peuple, pour le peuplc,,.

2.- Ida monarchie es~ abolic cune peut 8tre restau-
r6e.

3.- Le drapeau national est form6, .~ partir de [a
hampe, des couleurs rouge, jaune et vene, la bande
jaune portant au milieu la lettre R de couleur noire.

La devise de la R~,p~blique est:~Libett6, Coop&ation,
Progrbs~.

Le sceau de la B’,6publique est form6 des id6o-
grammes de la colombe et de l’olivier, de la houe et de
la serpette, de l’arc et tie la fl~che,, symbofisant respecti-
vement la paix, le trawfil et la d6fense des libert~ d6mo-
cratiques, ainsi que de l’inscription du nomet de la de-
vise de la R6publique, l’ensemble s’inscrivant sur deux
drapeaux aux couleun; naUonale, set plac6s en opposi-
tion.

L’hymne national ¢;t d~Rermin6 par la loi.

4. - La langue nationale est le kinyarwanda. Ides lan-
gues officielles sont le kinyarwanda etie frangais.

5, - La a~tioaali~ rwandadse et ;c~ condition.~dc ~a
naturalisation soar d~finies par la loi.

6, - Tout pouvoir 6mane de la Nation.
La souveraine~ nationale appartient au peuple rwan-

dais qui l’exerce par ~,-~s r~T~ntants ou par ia vote du
r~f(~rendum.

7,- Les partis pol~tiques remplissant les conditions
I~gales concoutent ~ l’expresalon du suffrage. [Is se for-
meat et exercent ieut~ activit~ fibrement tt condition de
respecter les principes d~mocratiques et de ne pas porter
atteinte ~ la forme r6poblicaine de l’Etat, k l’int6grit6 du
temtoire national et tt la s~,curit~ de l’Etat.

&- Le suffrage es~: toujours universel, 6gal et secret,
il peut ~’e direct ou indirect.

9,- Sont 61ecteurs, darts les conditions d6tem~6es
par la Ioi, tousles citoyens rwandais majeurs ne se tmu-
rant pas clans Fun ties ,:as d’exclusion pr6vus par ia Ioi.

10.- La loi d6termine ies conditions et les modalit(~
de la consultation populaire.

II.- La R6publique est divis~e en Ix~fectures, do-
t6es de la personnalit~ juridique. La prefecture peut 8ire
divis~ en sous-pr6feclures.

Chaque prefecture est divis6e on. communes, dot6e~
de ia personnalit6 juridique.

La loi d6termine ie hombre, les limites, I’organiemtion
et ie fonctionnement des pr6fecmtes, des sous-pr6fec-
tures et des communes,

La capitale de la R6publiquc est d6termin~e par la loi.
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Title II
Des libert~ publiques

lZ.- Ida personne humaine est sacr~e.
La iiben~ de la personne humaine est garantie; nul ne

peut ~tre poursuivi, arr~t6, d6tenu ou condamn~, sice
n’est darts les cas prc~vus par ia loi entr6c en vigueur
avant la commission de I’acte et darts les formes qu’elle
prescrit.

Aucune infraction ne peut ~tre punic de peines qui
n’~taient pas prc~vues par la loi avant qu’elle tilt
commise.

Toute personae est pr~um6e innocente des infrac-
tions qui lui sont reproch6es rant qu’une condanmation
d~flnitive n’est pas intervenue.

13.- Nul ne peut ~tre soumis ~t des me, sums de sore-
t~ que darts les cas et les formes pr~vus par la Ioi, pour
des raisons d’ordre public ou de s6~’urit6 de rEtat.

14. - La responsabilit~ p/.nale est personneile.
La responsabilit~ civile est dc~finie par ia ioi.
La cl~fense est un droit absolu darts tousles ~tats et

tousles degr~s de ia procc~:lure.

I5.- l.,e droit d’asile est reconnu clans les conditions
d6finies par la ioi.

L’extradition n’est autori.~e que darts les iimites pr~-
rues par la loi.

16. - Tousles cit0Yens sont 6gaux devant la loi, sans
discrimination aucune, notamment, de race, de couleur,
d’origine, d’ethnie, de clan, de sexe, d’opinion, de reli-
gion ou de position sociaie.

17.- Tout= forme d’esclavage et de sewage est pro-
bibS. +

18.- La libert~ des cultes et cello de leur exercice
public, la libert~ de conscietge ainsi que la libert~ de
manifester ses opinions en tome mafitge scat garandes,
sauf la r6pression des infractions commises ~ i’occasion
de .leur exercice.

19.- La l~bcrt~ d’as,u:ciation est garantie dans les
conditions fix(:es par la loi; rautodsation pr~aiable ne
peut etre preacrite.

20.- La libe~ de se rassembler en des ~unions
paisibles et sans arm~ est garantie dans les limites
fbt(:es per ia Ioi.

L’autodsati0n ~le ne peut etre prescdte que par
la loi et uniquement pour les rassemblements en plein
air, set la vole publique ou darts des iieux publics, et
pour autant que des raisons de s6curit~, de tranquilit~ ou
de salubrit~ l’exigent.

21.- Tousles citoyens oat ie droit de circuler et de
se fixer librement sur le eerritoire national ainsi que de le
quitter et d’y revenir, I’exercice de ce droit ne peut ~J:’e
limit6 que par la loi pour cause d’ordre public ou de s~-
cudt6 de r Etat.

22. - I! ne peut exxe port~ aucune atteinte ~ la vie pri-
v~.e des individus.

K02 ~! 92~
Le secret de la ¢orrespondance et des communica-

tions postales, t~lC~.graphiques, ~l~phoniques ou de toute
autre nature est garanti; iine peut y etre apport~ de re-
striction qtte par la loi.

Le domicile est inviolable. Aucune visite domiciliaire
ne peut avoir lieu que darts les cas p~vus par la ioiet
dans ies formes qu’eile prescrit.

23.- ~t propri~ priv(:e, individuelle ou collective.
est inviolable. I! ne peut y 6tre port~ atteinte que pour
cause d’utiltit~ publique, darts les cas et de la mani~a’e
6tablis par la loi, et moyennsnt une juste et pr~lable in-
demnitY.

24.- L~ famille, base naturelle de la soci~ rwan-
daise, est prot~g6e par IT.tat.

Les parea~ts ont ie droit et le devoir d’~lever leurs en-
rants.

25.- Seul le mariage monogamique est reconnu,
dans les cot~ditions et les formes pr~vues par la loi.

Les conditions et les formes du divorce ~ont d~finies
par la loi.

,’ 26.- La libert~ de i’enseignement est garantie, sauf
la rC’pressio~t des infractions commises ~t l’occasion de
son exercice. L’erganisation de l’enseisnement officiel
et libre subsidi~ ainsi que la reconnaissance des di-
pl6mes ou (=rtificats d~livr~s par l’enseignement priv~
scat r~gis par la loi.

...... ~.- 5ous e~e~e de i’eppiicexion de t’ardcle 24,
alin~ 2, l’ermeignement p¢imaire e~t obligatoire et gra-
tuit, scion les modalit~ ~tablies par la loi.

28. - Le service national, civil ou militaire, est orga-
ni~ par.la k)i.

29.- Le travail forc~ extrap~nai est prohib~.

30,- Chacun admit au travail, au libra choix de son
travail et ~t tJes conditions de travail ~quitables et satis-
faisaates.

31.- Tout travailleur peut d6femlm ses droits par
l’action syndicale, saul la nSpression des infractioas
commises ~ I’occasion de eerie action.

32.- Le dmit de gr~ve s’exetr.e dans ie cadit tics
lois qui le r~gissent; il ne peut porter atteinte ~ la
du travail.

33. - Le pouvoir judiciaire, gardien des ~~
libett~ publiques, en assure le respect clans ~:~
tions pr~vue~t par ia loi.

Title in
Des pouvotrs

34.- La s~paration et ia collaboration des pouvoirs
ex~utif, 16g:islatif et judiciaire scat consacr6es et r6gl(~es
par In pt’~ente Constitution.



CHAPITRE PREMIER
Do mUVOIR exf~rrw

35. - Le pouvoir ex~utif est-exerc~ par le pr~ident
de la R~.publique, assist6 du Gouvernement compos6 du
Premier ministre, des Ministres ou Secr6taires d’Etat.

36.-. La loi fixe les indemnit6s, pensions ct autres
avanmges mat6riels, aff~’ents aux fonctions pr6siden-
tielles et minist~ielles.

37.- Lc prC~sident de la R~publique, le Premier mi-
nistrc, les Ministres et Sccr~aircs d’Etat ne peuvent pro.
fitcr de leurs fonctions pour acqu6rir une propri~ d’E-
tat, ni (:changer une propri~t~ personnelle contre une
propri6t6 de FEtaL

l.,curs fonctions sont incompatibles avec l’exercice de
route autre activir~ professionnelle lucrative.

38. - Le l~sident de la R6publique et, saul I¢ cas de
flagrant d61it, ie Premier ministre, les Ministres et les
~s d’Etat ne peuvent ~tre poursuivis ou av~
pour crimes ou chHits que sur arise en accusation vot6c
par I’Assemblde nationale ~t la majorit~ des 314 de ses
membces et au scrutin secret

[Is sont justiciables de la Cour de cassation qui statue.
chambres r~unies, en wcraicr et demier ressort.

[Is ~ peuvent faire l’objet d’une contrainte par corps
qu’avec l’autorisation de i’Assembide nationale.

Section premiere
Du President de la Rdpublique

39.- Le President de tu R~publique est ie Chef de
l’Etat.

I! assure, par son arbitrage, le foncdonnement r6gu.
lier des institutions sup~eur~ de ia R£.publique ainsi
que ia continuit~ de l’Etat.

[I est le garant de l’inctC~ndance et de l’unit6 natio-
hales ainsi que de i’int~srit~ du territoire.

40.- Le Pr~ident de la R~publique est 61u au suf-
frage universel direct et i lu majorit~ des voix expri-
rm~, scion les modalit~ pr~vues par la Ioi.

Le candidat ~ la Pr~sidence de la R~,publique dolt ~ttre
~q~ de trente-cinq ans au moins.

Le Pr~ident de la R6publique est 61u pour un mandat
de 5 ans.

[I est r6~ligible. Toutefois, il ne peut excrcer plus de
deux mandats succcssifs.

La Ioi d6termine les moyens n~essaires ~ metu~ ~ la
disposition des anciens PrEsidents de la Rc~publique.

41.- Avant d’entrer en fonction, le Pr~ident de la
R~ublique prSte scrment, devant la Cour constitution-
nolle et en pr6scncc de l’Assembl~c nadonale duns les
termes suivants:

*Moi ..... au nom du Dieu Tout-Puissant, je jure ~t la
Nation de remplir fidi~lement ies fonctions qui me rant
confi6es, de garder fid61it~ .~ la R~publique Rwandaise
et de promouvoir les int6~ts du Peuple Rwandals duns
le respect de la Constitution et des lois,.

42. - Le Pr~ident de ia R~publique peut d~mission-
net; sa d6rnlssion est regue par l’Assembl~e nationale.

En cas d’eml~chement ou d’incapacit6 temporaire
d’exprimer sa volont~, le Pr~ident de la R~publique est
remplac6 provisoirenn~nt par le Pr6sident de I’Assem-
bl~e nationale.

Fat cas de d6mission, de d(x~s ou lorsque I’eml~:he-
ment ou I’incapacit6 sont d~lar~ d~finitifs par la Cour
constitutionnelle salsie par le Gouvernement, ie Pr~,si-
dent de la R~publiqu¢ est remplac~ par le President de
l’Assembl6e nationale, jusqu’~ i’~lection du nouveau
Pr~ident de la R~pubtique qui doit avoir lieu duns les
90jours. ,

Duns les cas cit~ ~ l’alin~.a pr(~dent, le Premier mi-
nistre, les Ministres el: les Secr6taires d’Etat sont rctput~s
d~missionnaires et assurent, chacun en ce qui le
concerne, l’exp~lition des affaires courantes juglu’~ [a
formation du nouveau GouvernemenL

43.- Lorsque le Pr6sident de la R~publique et le
President de l’Assembl6e nationale se trouvent simulta-
n6ment duns Pun des cas pr~vus .~ l’article 42, les fonc-
dons de pr6sident de la R6publique sont exerc~es par le
Premier ministre darts les conditions pr6vues audit arti-
cle.

44. - Le Pr~ident de la R6publique:
1" nomme le Premier ministrc et met fin ~ ses fonc-

tions. Sur proposition du Premier ministre, il nomme les
autres membres du Gouvernement et met fin ~ leurs
fonctions;

2" .p~sidc le C~dl des Ministzy,.,s; ...... ~ .....

3" nomme aux emplois judiciaires ainsi qu’aux cm-
plois sup(n-ieurs, civil:; et militaircs d~termin~ par la loi;

4" nomme, accr~ti.te les ambassadeurs et les eavoy~
extraordinalres ~ l’~w, mgcr et met fin ~ ieurs fonctions.

L.es ~ et les envoy~ extraordinalres .~nt
accr6:lit$,s aupr~ de l..ui;

5" ~nte ia R.~publique darts ses rapports avec
l’~tranger.

6" n~goci~, conclut et rafif’~ tousies trait~ conven-
tions et accords intemationaux de dmit public ou priv~
eties communique a l’Assembl~ nationale, aussit0t que
l’in~et et lu s0ret~ de l"Etat le permettent. Toutefois,
les tralt~s de palx, ies trait~ d’alliance, les iralt~ pou-
rant entrainer des a~lifications de fronti~res du terri-
toire national ou affa:tant les droits de souverainet~, les
trait~s pottant sur l’associution de la R6publique uvec un
ou plusieurs autres E~ats, ainal que les traitS, s, conven-
tions et accords comr~mt des implications financi~res
non pr6vues au budge~, ne sont ex(~cutoires qu’apr~ ieur
approbation par une Ioi. La f6d6ration de ia R6publique
Rwandaise avec un ou plusieurs autres Etats ~mocrati-
ques doit.Stre approuv~ par la vole d’un r~f~endum;

7" d~,clare la guerre et signe l’armistice sur l’autori-
sation de l,:Assembl~; nutionalc;

8" sa~c:ionne et promulgue les lois duns les 15 jours
qui suivent le jour de l’arr~t de constitudonnalit6;

9" ale droit d’opposa" un veto suspensif aux lois vo-
t(:es par l’Assembl~e nationale. Lorsqu’il exerce cc
droit, il dolt, duns un d~lai de 15 jours, envoyer la loi ~t
I" Assembl~ nationale pour uric deuxi~,me lecture.

Si la Ioi rcnvoy6e :~ l’Assembl6c nationale duns le d~-
lai prescrit est voth, e en dcuxi~me lecture et ne fait
l’objet d’un arr~t d’inconstitutionnalit6, elle dolt etre
sanctionn6e et promulgu~e;
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I0" prend les an~t~ n6cessaires pour I’ex~mion des
lois, sans pouvoir jamais suspendre |es lois elles-mi~mes,
nJ dispenser de ieur ex~ution;

11" ale dz’oit d’adtesser des messages ~ la Nation et,
sans qu’i]s puissent donner lieu il cl~bats. ~l i’AssembWe
nationale;

12". peut suspendre, pour un cl~iai maximum de 15
jours, les wavaux de l’AssembWe nationalc: aucune sus-
pension ne peut, toutefois, ~,tre ~l~t~’e au cours d’une
me, me session;

13" exerce le dmit gdWe;
14" a le droit de frapper la monnaie.

45.-. Le Pr~ident de la R~publique est le Chef su-
preme des forces armdes.

46.- L¢ Pr6sident de la R6publique veille au respect
de la Constitution,

En cas de violation de la Constitution par le Pr6sident
de la Rdpublique, sa raise en accusation ne peut ~tre d~-
cid~e que par l’Assembl6e nationale, statuant ~t la majo-
tit6 des 4/5 de ses membres et au scrutin secret.

Le cas (:ch(~znt, le Pr~ident de la R~publique est jus-
ticiable de la Cour constitutionnelle qui est seule comp~-
tente pout prononcer sa d&rnission d°office.

47.- Le Pr&ident de la R~,publique peut, apr~ avis
du Gouv~t et de l’Assernbl(~e nationale, soumet-
ire tout projet de loi ou route autre question au ~fch’en.
dum.

48. - LePr.&~en*. de la P.~pub!ique pe~t; lor~ue les
circonstances l’exigent et apH:s consultation du Gouver-
nement, de la Com" constitutionnelle et du Bureau de
l’Assemblde nationale, proclamer l’~tat de siege ou I’d-
tat d’urgence. L’6tat de si~ge et l’~tat d’urgence sont r~-

.~.sis par la Ioi.
Lorsque les institutions de la R~publique, l’in~pen-

dance ou les int(~ts sup~euts de la Nation, l’int6gdt6
de son terdtoir~ ou l’ex(:cution de ~s engagements in-
temationaux sont menaces d’une mani~e grave et immi-
nente et que le fonctionnement r6gulier des pouvoirs pu-
blics est intetrompu, le Pr~.sident de la R(’publique prend
les mesures exig(~s par ces circonstances, apr~ consult-
ation du Gouvernement. du Bureau de l’AssembWe na-
tionale et de la Cour constitutionnelle.

I

49.- Les acres du Pr~ident de la R~publique sont
contresign~ par le Premier ministre, ainsi que par les
Ministres et S~ d’Etat responsables.

Du Gouvernement

50.- Le Gouvemement d~termine et conduit ia poli-
tique de la Nation.

II dispose de l’administration et de la force arm~. II
est responsable (levant I’Assembl(:e nationale clans les
conditions et suivant les proc&iures pr6vues par ies arti-
cles 81 ~ 84 de la pr(:sente Constitution.

$1.- Le Premier ministre:
i" pr~tente ~t l’Assembide nationale le programme du

Gouvemement et l’~,quipe minist6rielle charg~ de son
ex6cution;

2" diri;ge Faction du Gouv rnement;
3" fixe les auributions des Ministres et Secr6raires

d’Etat et ,:kkermine la nature et la coml~tence des ser-
vices plac~ sous leur autorit6. Les Ministres et les Se-
cr6taires d.’F..tat reqoivent d~l~gation du Premier ministre
pour les affaires relevant de ieur d<~partement; le Pre-
mier mini:ztre fixe i’(~ndue de cette d~l~gation;
14" saul disposition 16gales ou r~glementaires

contraires, nomme aux emplois civils et militaires;
5" peut suppl6~’ ie Pr~ident de la R~publique pour

ia pr~.sidence d’un Conseil des Ministres en vertu d’une
d6Wgation expresse et pour un ordre du jour d~termin~:

6" contresigne les lois adopt6es par i’Assembl~e na.
tionale et promulg~es par le Pr6sident de la R~publique;

7" ex&:ute+ par vole d’arr~(:s, les lois et r6glements,
iorsqu’il enest charge.

$2.- l,es acres du Premier ministre sont contresi-
gn~ par les Ministres charges de lcur ex6Jution.

53.- l..es Ministres et Secrdtaircs d’Etat exdcutent,
par vole d"arr~t<~s, les lois et Its t~glcmcnts Iorsqu’ils en
sont charg,.;s.

54.- L¢ Premier minislre. Its Ministres et Secr(~.
taires d’Etat sont respon~bics envers ie Prdsident de [a
R~publique; en outre, ils .~)nt responsahles devant l’As-
sem.bt~e nntion.at¢ darts le.~ ¢~.~nditions d~finics par la
pr~sente C3nstkmion.

55. - Sur convocation ct sous la prdsidence du pr6si-
dent de la R~publiquc, lc Conscil des Ministres est obli-
gatoirement consulW sur:

- les projets tic lois ct d~’d~¢rcts-lois; ....
- les projets d’arr~Ws pr~sidcnticls portant execution

des I0".~ ou d~crct.~-iois:
- tes projcts d’arr~:Ws w~idcntiels relatifs aux em-

plois sup~ricurs dc I’EiaI;
- la dissolution dc i’Asscmbl6~ nationale.

$6.- Le Premier ministre, les Ministres et Secr6-
taires d’Etat sont sotidaires du President de ia R~publi-
que.

Avant C!’entrer en fonction, le Premier ministre, les
Ministres ,:t les Secr~taires d’Etat pr~tent serment de-
rant ie Pr,.~sident de la R~publique et en ~nce de
i’AssembWe nationale dans les termes suivants:

,~Moi ..... au nom du Dieu Tout-Puissant, je jure ~ la
Nation de remplir ioyalement rues fonctions, de garder
fid~lit~ a ia R~.publique Rwandaise et au Chef de l’Etat
et de promouvoir les int~r~ts du peuple rwandais darts ie
respect de ia Constitution et des lois,+.

La ddmission ou la cessation des fonctions du Pre-
mier ministre, pour qu¢lque cause que ce soit, entraine
la d~mission du Gouvernement.

Chaque Ministre ou Secr~,taire d’Etat peut, ~ titre per-
sonnel, presenter sa d6mission au Pr(~sident de ia R~pu-
blique; ccv¢ d~mission n’est d~finitive que si, darts un
d~lai de 8 jours, elle n’est ni retir~ ni refus~e par le Pre-
sident de la Rdpublique.



CHAPlTRE II
Du Pouvom t,~m.A’rlF

57. - L¢ pouvoir 16gislatif eat cxcrc6 collectivement
par ie President de la R~ublique et l’Assembl6e natio-
nale.

Section premiere
De l’Assembl~e nationale

58.- L’Assembl~e nationale se compose des mem-
brcs d6nomm6s ~D6put6s ~ l’Assembl6e nationale~. Les
I~put~s sont ~lus pour un mandat de 5 anm~ au suf-
frage universel et direct.

Les D6put~a peuvent d~missionner de leur mandat.
Nul ne peut i~tre D6put6 a l’AssembMe nationale s’il

n’est Rwandais+ ag6 de 21 ans au moins et remplissant
les autres conditions p~vues par ia loi.

La Ioi fixe les conditions de 1’61ectorat, le r68ime des
incompatibilit6s, le hombre des l~put6s ainsi que les in-
derrmit~s et autres avantages mat6riels aff~rents aux
fonctions de D~put~.

59. - Tout mandat imp6ratif est nul; ie droll de vote
des D~ut6s est personnel.

60.- A l’ouverture de chaque 16gislature, la pre-
mise s6ance e, st consacrde ~ la prdsentation de serrnent
des D6put6s et/k I’~lection du Bureau de I’ASsembl~e
nadonale. Elle est pr~id6e par le Pr6sident de la R6pu-

. btique. ¯
Avant d’entrer en fonction, les D~pm.~s preterit sex-

ment devant le Pr6sident de la R6publique dans lea
termes suivants:

~Moi ..... au nora du Dieu Tout-Puissant, je jure i la
Nation de..mmplir toyalement rues foncfions, de garder
fid~lit~ i la R6publique Rwandaise et au Chef de I’Etat
et de IXOU~uvoir les inr~rets du ponple rwandais dams le
respect de la Constitution et des lois*.

L’Assembl(se nationale construe son Bureau en ~li-
sant son PV6sident, ses deux Vice Pr~idents et son Se-
c~aim.

61.- L’Assemblde nationale e.st dirig6 par son Pre-
sident el, en cas d’emp6chement de celui-ci, par Fun des
Vice.Pr~.sidents.

62,- L’Assen~bl6e nationale d~termine, par son r~-
glement d’ordre inttaieur, son organisation et le mode
suiv.ant lequel il exerce sea attributions.

63,-L’Assemblde nationale tient, de plein droit,
chaque ann6e, de, ux sessions ordinaires et, lorsque ies
circonstances I’exigent, des sessions extraordinaires.
sessions ordinaires s’ouvrent, respectivement, le troi-
slime mardi du mois d’octobre et le troisR:me mardi du
mois d’avdi, Toutefois, la premi~xe ann6e de la 16gisla-
ture, la premiere sesaion ordinaire s’ouvre de plein droll
8 jours apr~ les 61ections 16gislatives.

L’Assembl(:e nationale est convoqu6 par son Pr6si-
dent. Elle peut ~tre convoqu6e en session extraordinaire
sur l’initiative du President de la Rc~publique, de son
Pr6sident, de la majerit6 de ses membres ou ~ la de-
mande du Premier ministre. R6uni en session extraordi-
naire, I’Assembl~e nationale ne pout connaftre que des
affaires qui ont molly6 sa convocation.

64.- L’Assembl(~*. nat/onale ai/~ge dam ia Capitale,
sauf cas de force majeure.

F.st nulle de plein dmit, quel qu!en soit l’objet, route
d61ib~ration prise sans convocation ni ordre du jour ou
tenue hors du temps des aessions ou hors des lieux indi-
qu6es sur l’acte de convocation.

65. - Les s6ances de l’Assembl6e nationale sont pu-
bliques; le compte.rendu des d~bats es[ publi6.

Toutefois, tt la demande du Pr~ident de la R~publi-
que, de son Pr~ident ou d’un tiers de sea membres ou
du Premier ministre, l’Assembl6e peut, ~t la mnjorit6 ab-
solue, d6cider de si6g0r ~t huis clos.

66.- Les D~put~s ne peuvent ~re poursuivis ou re-
cherch~s b I’occasiort des opinions ou votes ~mis pal
eux duns l’exercice de: leurs foncfions.

Saul ie cas de flagrant d~lit, les D6put~ ne peuvent
ea, e poursuivis ni art~tth; pour d’autres fairs, ni fake
l’objet d’une contrtinte par corps, qu’ ave(: l’autorisation
de I’Assembl~ nationale prononc6s au scmtin secret
la majorit~ des 314 de ses membres.

La poursuite on 1~ d6tontion r~ultant d’un flagrant
d~lit ou de l’autodsation de. l’Assembl~se nat/onale est
suspendue pendant la session si l’Assembl~e naflonale le
requiert ~ ia majorit6 des 314 de ses membres et au u:m-
tin secret; sauf en cas de condarnnation d~finitive.

Les l~put~s sont justiciables de la Cour de cassation
qui statue, charnbres r6unies, en premier et dernier res-

67. - Aucun D6putd ne peut ~re d~c’tid de sesf6nc-
lions s’il n’eat ftaPl~ d’une cause d’in61igibilit6; le
Comeil prononce la ,J/~c~e au scrutin secret et/s la
majorR6 des 3/4 de ses membres.

l.as cas ~h~.ant. la ddeh6ance est de plein droll et elle
est constat~e par le Conseil d’Etat ~ la requSte du Bu-
reau de l’Assembl6e nationale ou du Gouvemement.

68.- Lorsqu’un I:~put~ est now.~ au Gouverne-
ment ou ~t route autre fonction publique, et qu’il l’ac-
cepte, il cesse imm6diatement de si6ger etest remptac~
par son auppl~ant.

I1 reprend sea fonctions d~ que |es causes d’in-
compabilit6 ont disparu et pour autant quc [a t~gislature
pour laquclle il a ~t6 ~iu est toujonrs en cours.

Aucun D~ut~ ne peut pmfiter de ses fonctions pour
acquerir ou ali6ner une proprieX~ de l’Etat, ni ~hangcr
une proprieae personnelle contre une proprMt6 de I’Exat.

Section 2
De 1 ~labomtion des lois

69. - Le pouvoir 16gislatif s’exerce par voie de lois.
La loi intervient muverainement en toute matRa’e; en

aucun cas. les r6glements ne peuvent contrevenir aux
diapositiom de la loi.

70.- En cas d’urgence ou Iorsque i’Assembi(m na-
tionale se trouve dans l’impossibilit6 de si6ger, le Pr~i-
dent de la R6publique 16gifere momentan6ment par vole
de d~crets-lois pris en Conseil des Ministres.

A d~faut de confirmation par l’Assembl6c nationale
au cours de sa plus ~ochaine session, les d(:crets-lois
perdent route force obligatoire.
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71. - L’initiative des lois appartient concurremment
aux l~put~ et au ~dent de la R~ublique.

Les D6put(~ et le President de la R(:publique ont 
droit d’amendemenL

72.- Les propositions et amendements, formul6s
par les l~put~ et dent l’adoption aurait pour consd-
qucnce soit une diminution des ressources publiqucs,
soit ia creation ou l’aggravation d’un charge publique,
doivent ~tre assortis d’une proposition d’augraentation
des recettes ou des 6conomies ~luivalentes.

73.- Los lois sent vot~.~ i la majorit~ absolue des
]~put~ composant ]’Assembl~ nationalc; les lois aux-
quelles la Constitution conf’~m le caract~’e de lois orga-
n/ques sent vot~s i la majorit6 des 3/5. [I ne peut ~tre
d6rog~ par une loi aux dispositions d’une loi organique.

Nulle loi ne peut etre adopt6e qu’aprts avoir 6t6 vot~e
article par article.

Les votes sent ~,mis ~t haute voix par assis et lev~; sur
l’ensemble d’une loi, il est toujours vet6 par appel nomi-
nal et i haute voix. Le vote se fait au scrutin secret Iot’s-
qu’il est fait ~,tat de personnes et darts les cas d6termin6s
par le t~glement d’ordre int~de, ta’.

74. - L’urgence pour l’examen d’une proposition ou
d’un projet de loi peut ~tre demand(:e par un D~ut6 ou
par ie Pr~ident de ia R~<vublique.

Lorsqu’elle est demaud~ par un Ddput6, l’Assem.
bl~e nationale se prononce sur cette urgence.

Lorsqu’elle est demand~ par ie Pr6sident de la RC-pu-
...... . blique, el I¢ est toujoun acc, ord6e.

Dam tom les cas oct l’urgence est accord6e,, Vexamen
de la loi qui en est l’objet a priorit6 sur l’ordre du jour.

75. - Avant leur promulgation, Ies lois et les ~ets.
lois sent obligatoirement transmis ~ la Com" constitu.
donnelle qui se prononce dans la h~taine 0U; en cas
d’urgence, dans les quatre jours, sur leur constitutionna-
lit6.

Si la Cour prononce un arret d’inconstitutionnaJit~,
elle retourne ie texte, sei0n le cas, ~t l’assembi(:e natio-
nale ou au Pr~ident de la R~publique.

76.- L’Assembl~ nationale vote tes lois de fi-
nances qui d6terminent les ressources et les charges de
l’Etat clans les conditions pr6vues par une loi organique.

Tout transfen budg4~ire dolt etre autoris6 par une
loi.

77.- Chaque ann~,e, l’Assembl6e nationale arrete la
loi des comptes et vote le budget en ~luilibre dent le
projet est d~4ms6 avant l’ouverture de la premi~ ses-
sion ordinaire.

S’il n’a pas ~t~ vet6 quarante jours apr~s l’ouv~rtm’~
de la premium session ordinaim ou s’il n’a pas ~ vet6
e,n 6quilibre, ie projet de budget est adopt6 par vole de
d~cret-ioi au plus tard ie 31 janvier de I’ann~ de son
ex6cution.

Si le projet de budget d’un exemice donr~ n’a pas ~t6
d~pos6 en temps utile pour 8tre vet6 et promulgu6 avant
le d~butMe cut exercice, ie Premier ministre, apes auto-
risation de l’Assembl6e nationale, propose I’ouvenure
par arr~ pr6sidentiel d~lib6r6 en Conseil des Ministres,
des douziEmes provisoires sur base du budget de l’exer-
cice 6coul6.

Le mEme arr~t6 president/el autor/s~ la perception de
recettes confo~nt aux lois qu/les r~gissent. II en
sera ainsi chaque mois jusqu’~ l’adoption du budget,

78.- Aucune imposition ne peut 8tre 6tablie, modi-
fi~e ou supprim~ que par une loi; nulle exemption, ou
mod(~ration ne peut c~,tre accord,f~e que dans les cas pr~-
vus par I~, loi.

Aucun monopole ne petit ~:tre accord6 que par la loi
et pour une du#,e d~ermin(:e. ..

79.- L’interp~tion authentique des lois n’appar-
tient qu’au pouvoir l&gislati£

80.- L= Pr~ident de la l~publique et le Premier
ministre doivent ~tre inferrers de l’ordre du jour des
s6ances de I’Assembl6e nationale et de ses commis-
sions.

L~ prczxder ministm,..l~ Minisues et lea ~es
d’Etat l:~mmnt, s’ils le d~sirent, assister aux s~ances de
l’Assembl~ nationale; ils y prennent la parole chaque
fois qu’ils eat expriment le d~h’; ils peuvent, ie cas
~l~,ant, se: faire accompagner des techniciens de leur
choix.

-~I..- ¯ i~ moyens d’info~ma~on-.~,de ~o~ ..d~
i’Assemblde nationale ~ l’6gard de Faction gouvexne-
mentale so,t:

- ia question orale;
- la question ~rite;
- I’audition en commission;
- la commission d’enquete.
- l’inm’f~ll~tion;
Une loi organique en fixe ~.s conditions et la proce-

dure d’application.

82. - L’ Assembl~e nationale peut meure en cause la
responsabilit6 du Gouvernement ainsi que celle d’un ou
plusieurs Ministres ou Seer~taires d’Etat par le vote
d’une motion de censure.

Une tell,: motion n’est recevable qu’apr~ une inter-
pellation et que si clio est sign6e par 1/5 au moins des
membres de l’Assembl,f~ nationale pour le cas d’un Mi-
nistre ou Secr~aire d’Etat et par 1/3 pour le cas du Gou-
vememenL

Le vote ne petit avoir lieu que quarante huit heures au
moins apn!s le d6p0t de la motion, et celle-ci ne peut
etre adopt~ qu’au scrutin secret et ~ la majorit6 absolue
des D(~t6s.

La cl~m,,’e des sessions ordinaires ou extraordinaires
est de droit mtard~ pour IX~nmttre,, la cas ~h~ant, l’ap-
plication des dispositions du pr~ent article.

83.- Lorsqu’une motion de censure est adopt~
centre un Ministre ou Secr6taire d’Etat, celui-ci est tenu
de pn~nte~’ sa d~mission au Pr~ident de la R~publique,.

Lorsque cette motion est adopt~e centre le Gouveme-
taunt, le Premier ministre pr6sente ia d~mission de celui-
ci au Pr6sident de In R6publique.



Si la motion de censure est rejctt~’e..~s sigmltawcs ne
peuvent en pr6senter une nouvcllc au tours de la m~.mc
session.

84. - La Com’ des comptcs cst charg~c dc I’exmucn.
de ia liquidation et de l’arrStd des comptcs de mus Its
services publics.

Elle soumet ~t l’Auemblc~e nationalc un rapl~n stir la
r~gularit6 du compte g~n6ral de l’Etat.

La Cour des comptes e..st organi ’~e par unc Ioi organi-
que.

85. - L¢ Pr~ident de la Rc~publique peut. apr~s con-
sultation du Conseil des Ministres et du Bureau tic I’As-
sembl(:e nationale, pmnoncer la dissolution de I’Asscm-
bl6e nationale; il ne peut, cependant au tours de .son
mandat, Wononcer une deuxi~me dissolution sans quc
celle-ci entralne sa propre d6mission.

Les ~lections i~gislatives oat lieu, dans its 90 jours.
confer ~t l’article 58. Le cas 6chant. l’¢~iection
du Pr~ident de [a R~publique a lieu darts les 90 jours.
conform6ment i l’article 40.

L’Assembl6e nationale ne peut ~tre dissoute pendant
I’exert:ice des pouvoirs exceptionnels cit6s .~ l’article 48.

CHAPITRE IV
DU POUVOm HJU~IAIRE

86.- Le pouvoir judiciaire esc exerc6 pat les cours.

tribunaux et autres juridicfions, ii est ind6~nclant du
.... " p0uv0ir 16gidatifet du pouvotr~ex~Cutif.

L¢ Pr~ident de la R~publiquc est garant de l’ind6-
pendance du pouvoir judiciaire.

i.at justice est rendue au nora du peuple.

87. - Les magisttats soar nomn~s et r~voqu~ par le
Pr6sident de la R¢~publique sur proposition de Ministre
de la Justice et sur l’avis conforme du Conseil sup6fieur
de la magi~xaua~

Le Cor~l sup(xkmr de la magistrature est compos6
des magistrats 61us par ieurs pairs suivant its modalk6s
pr6vues par une lot organique. La Ministre de la Jusdce
enest membre de dmit

I,ors de la prem/he s~,ance, p~sid6e par le l~sident
de la R~pubfique, le Conseil sup~rieur de la magistaature
61it en son sein son Pr~ident, son Vice-Pr~sident ~ son
Rappormur. ’

Une lot organique d6termine les r~gles de comp~-
tenc~, d’organisation et de fonctionnement du Conseil
s~eur de la m~istrature.

88, - Les juridictions de l’ordre judiciaire suivantes
sont reconnues et consacr6es par la pr6sente Constitu-
tion: les tribunaux de canton, les tribunaux de premise
instance, les cours d’appel et la Cour de cassation.

Saul exceptions pt~vues par la lot, la Cour de cassa-
fioa ne connai’t pas du fond des affaires,

89.- S’il enest saisi, ie Conseil d’Etat est comp6-
tent pour donner un avis motiv6 sur lc texte de routes
propositions de loi, de tous projets de lois, de t0us.
amendements, ~, ces propositions ou projets, et~e tons
Wo)ets de dek:ret-loi, ainsi que de tous pmjets d’art~t~

¯ d’ex6cution. II peut proposer des modifications de r~-
daction qu’il juge n6cessaires.

Ix (’onscil d’Etal connait dc.-s rccours cn annulation.
[’ormL~s coatrc Its r;:glcmcnts. ;trrt~td.s ct d~cisions des
auloritcs administr;itivcs: il contr61c ia rdgularitd des
consultations Ixqmlaircs.

I.c Con~’il d’Etat ,c,st org;tni.~ par unc lot organique.
l.cs juridictions admmistrativcs inf~ricurcs sont

t.’r~ccs ct organi.~cs par uric Ioi organiquc.

90.- La Cour constitutionncllc, compos~¢ de la
Cour dc cassation ct du Conseil d’Etat rdunis, e.st char-
gdo de contr61cr la constitutionnalit~ des lois et des d~-
trots-lois: clio est seule coml~tente pour prononcer la
ddmi~sion d’office du President de ia Rdpublique dans
ics conditions prdvues par l’article 46.

91. - II ne peut ~.tre institu~ d’autres juridictions que
par unc Ioi organique.

L’organisation et la’compdtence de tome juridiction
sont ddfinics par une Ioi organique.

92.- Nul ne peut ~tre distrait, contrc son grd, du
juge que la Ioi lui ass~gne.

93.-- Lcs audiences des juridictions sont publiques,
sauf le huis-clos proaonc~ par un jugemcnt lorsque cette
publicit~ est dangereuse pour I’ordre public ou les
bonnes mceurs.

94. - Tout jugement ou arr~t est motiv6 et prononcd
en audience publique.

..... 95. - L.~ jurkiictioris n’appliquen~,s-a~6s c-~a~-.
ires r~glements qu’autant qu’ils sont conformes .~ la
Constitution et aux lois.

Titre IV
De lit r~vision de la constitution

96,- L’inidative de la r~vision de la Constitution
appartient concurremment au Pr6sident de ia R6pubtique
et .~ l’Assembl6e nationale.

Aucun projet ou proposition de r6vision ne peut 6ire
prise en consid6ratio~t s’il porte atteinte .~ la forme r6pu-
blicaine de I’Etat, ~t i’int~grit6 du territoire national ou
aux principes d¢~mocratiques qui r6gissent la Rdpubli-
que.

Toute proposition de r6vision ¢~manant de I’Assem-
bl6e nationale dolt 6ire pr6sent6¢ par 2/3 au rnoins de ses
membres.

Toute ~vision dolt 8ire adopt~ it la majorit~ des 3/4
des membres de i’Assembi,~e nationale.

Titre V
Dispositions gcht6rales et transitoires

"97. - Les lois et les r~:glements ne peuvent entrer en
vigueur s’ils n’ont ~t6 pt¢[alablement publids dans les
conditions d6termindes par la lot.

Nul n’est cens6 ignorer la loi r6guli~rement publi~e.
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98.- A partir du jour de la promulgation de la pr~-
sente Constitution, la 16gislation qui n’y est pas contraire
demeure d’application clans la mesure oll elle n’est pas
modifide, abrog6e ou remplac~ par des lois ou r/~gle-
ments nouveaux.

La coutume ne demeure applicable que pour autant
qu’elle n’ait pas ~td remplac6es par une loi et qu’elle
n’ait rien de contraire ~ ia Constitution, aux lois, aux r~-
glements, ~ I’ordre public ou aux bonnes mceurs:

99.- Sans prejudice des dispositions de I’anicle 41,
56 et 60, aucun serment ne peut 8tre impos~ que par une
ioi qui en d6termine la formule et les modalit~s de pre-
station.

100. - Tout ~tranger jouit de la protection accord~e
aux personnes et aux biens ainsi que des droits civils re-
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connus par la pff:sente Constitution, saul les exceptions
~tabiies pro- la loi.

101. (L. n" 18/93 du 3.8.1993). - La pr~ente Consti-
tution et l’Accord de pa/x ~t intervenir entre ie Gouver-
nement de la R~.publique Rwandaise et le Front Patrioti-
qua Rwandais constituent indissolublement la loi fonda-
mentale qui r~git le Pays darant la p~riode de transition.

En cas de conflit entre les dispositions de la Constitu-
tion et celles de I’Accord de Paix, ii sera fait application
des dispo.,Litions de l’Accord.

102. - La ~te Constitution r~vise at remplace la
Constitution du 20 d(:cembre 1978.

Elle entrera en vigueur le jour de sa promulgation par
ie President de la R~’pubfique.

CAPITALE DU RWANDA

8 SEPTEMBRE 1966- LOL
I~termination de ia Capitale du Rwanda.
(J.O., 1966, p. 191).
Modifi6 par Loi n" 30/90 du 28 mai 1990 (J.O., t990,
p. 840L

1.- La ville de Kigali, relic que d~termin~ par le
plan annex~ ~ la pr~sente loi. est Capitale de [a R~publi-
que Rwandaise.

2.- La loi dote la Capitale de la R~publique d’une
adm/nistradon propre.

3. - La pr~sente loi sort ses effets ~ dater du 26 juin
1965.
- Nous ne rqmm~isms pat ks p/an annex~ it aerie loi.

Annexe

(L. n" 30/90 du 28.5.1990)

I, - Les limites de la ca#tale du Rwanda correspon-
dent ~ celles de la circonscription urbaine de Kigali
telles que d~terrnin(ses par l’annexe IX du d~ret-loi n"
I IH9 du 20 avril 1979 portant cr~tion et d61imitation
des circonscriptions urbaines.

2. - Toutes dispositions I~gales et rdglementaires an-
t~rieures contraires ~ ta pr~sente loi sont abrog~es.

3.- La pr~sente ioi entre en vigueur le jour de sa
publication au Journal Officiel de la R6publique Rwan-
daise.

Mesure d’ex~’ution

1 OCTOBRE 1967 - ARRI[~T]~ MINISTI~RIEL
n" 04/09.
Mesures d’ex~ution.
(,/,O., |967, p,.’391 ). .............. " ........

I. - Nul ne peut s’installer en tam qu’occupant cow
rainier ou autre sur un terrain ~, l’int~eur des limir~.s de
la capitale sans autorisatian pr~lable du Ministre ayant

¯ Ie Service des Terres darts s~s attributions.

2. - Les occupants coutumiers, habitant dans I~ p6ri-
m~tte de ht capitale avant l’enu’~ en vigu~a" de la loi
portant d~rJ*,rmination de la capitale du Rwanda, peuvent
continuer ~ y ~sider, mais il leur est interdit d’y ~xiger
des conswJctions supplSmentaires, d’am~liorer ou de
transforme~ ieurs constructions sans autodsation prdala-
ble du Ministre ayant ie Service des Terres dans sea at-
tributions.

3,- [1 est strictement interdit aux occupants coutu-
miers habitant darts le p~m~tre de la capitale du Rwan-
da de vendre lea terrains dont ils ont provisoirement la
jouissance.

4.- Tout contrevenant au pr(:sent arret6 sent puni
d’une amextde n’exc~lant pas 4.000 francs.

II devra en outre remettre les lieux clans leur ~tat pri-
mitif par la destruction et l’enli~vement des ouvrages illi-
citement ex~ut6a sur simple ordre du fonctionnaire
charg6 de contrOle.

$. - Le Directeur G~n~rai du Service des Terres ou
son ddMgu,~ est charg~ de l’exScution du present arr~.

6.- Le pr6aent arr~t~, entre en vigueur le jour de sa
publication.


